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THE HEATHEN JUSTLY CONDEMNED. 
BY REV EDW. A. STEVENS. 


The heathen are exposed to the “wrath 
of God.” They fall under this denunci- 
ation because “ they hold the truth in un- 
righteousness.” God has showed the 
truth regarding himself to them; but af- 
ter they thus knew him, they were not 
thankful, neither did they glority him as 
God ; they became vain in their imigin- 
ations, and thereby became darkened ; 
they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, and therefore God gave them 
up to their own hearts’ lusts, in conse- 
quence of which they abandoned them- 
selves to crimes of every description ; 
they knew while indulging in those 
crimes, that those who do such things are 
worthy of death, yet they persisted in 
them; and therefore, in the day when 
God shall judge the secrets of men, ac- 
cording to the gospel, he will “ render 
indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguish, upon every soul of man that do- 
eth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the 
heathen ;” for they are represented by 
the word “Gentile.” Such is the ex- 
plicit teaching of the apostle, Rom. i. 18 
—82. The condemnation of the heath- 


en, therefore, is in accordance with the 
just judgment of God. Rom. ii. 2. It 
3 


is not for not believing the gospel, if 
they have not heard it; but for their 
sins, committed against their own know- 
ledge of the will of God and with a full 
understanding that, in consequence of 
what they do, they may reasonably ex- 
pect divine punishment in the world to 
come. Without the knowledge of the 
gospel, they are “condemned already” 
for not living according to the law of 
God, a knowledge of which they have. 
We cannot but regard the heathen, 
then, as in a perishing condition, and for 
the same reasons that we so regard wick- 
ed men in Christian lands. Both alike 
are condemned for doing what they know 
they ought not todo. The reasoning of 
some persons supposes, that the heathen 
are better than men in Christian lands. 
But although many of the latter have 
greater guilt than those in heathen lands, 
because they have sinned against great- 
er light, it must not be forgotten that the 
heathen possess the like depraved dis- 
positions. So that, if we are not accus- 
tomed to find men around us uniformly 
living up to their knowledge of their du- 
ty, we should not expect men to be de 
ing so in heathen countries; and if we 
admit that men who constantly violate 
their sense of right in Christian coun- 
tries deserve condemnativn, we must al- 
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so concede that those who do the same in 
heathen lands, deserve condemnation for 
the same reason. 

On this deserved condemnation of the 
heathen, rests the necessity and the duty 
ef sending them the gospel. The gos- 
pel is the remedy for their condition ; as 
says the apostle ; “ For when, in the wis- 


» dom of God, the world by wisdom knew 


not God, it pleased God by the foolish- 
ness of preaching to save them that be- 
lieve.” I Cor. 1:21. Therefore, also, 
said the Saviour, in view of the condi- 
tion of the heathen as well as of the Jew- 
ish world, “ Go ye into all the world and 
preach the gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth ” when the gospel has been 
announced to him, “and is baptized, 
shall be saved ; but he that believeth not 
shall be damned.” The preaching of 
the gospel bears light into the darkness 
that covers the heathen; it sets before 
them the truth of God, offers pardon for 
sin, and eternal blessedness, and per- 
suades them to be reconciled to God 
through the atonement of Jesus Christ 
his Son. This manifestation of the 
truth God is pleased to accompany with 
the influences of the Holy Spirit, and 
thereby does himself make the preach- 
ing of the gospel “ the power of God un- 
to salvation to every one that believeth.” 

We have said, God has showed to the 
heathen the truth regarding himself. 
“That which may be known of God,” 
says the apostle, “is manifest in them ; 
for God hath shewed it unto them.” 
Rom. 1:19. The apostle further an- 
nounces the manner in which God hath 
showed himself unto the heathen. “The 
invisible things of him from the creation 
of the world are clearly seen, being un- 
derstood by the things that are made ; 
even his eternal power and godhead ; so 
that they are without excuse ;” that is, 
although God is invisible, his eternal 
power and divinity are so manifest in 
the things which are made, that the 
heathen not only may, but do, see and 
understand them ; and this to the degree 
that they are inexcusable for living in 


unrighteousness. Still, the question may 
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arise in many minds, “Is this a fair rep- 
resentation of the facts of the cuse, as 
apparent among the heathen?” Do the 
heathen actually possess the amount of 
religious light ascribed to them ? 

In reply to this question, we cite again 
the declaration of the apostle. We know 
that he was conversant with heathen 
manners and heathen character, inas- 
much as he was the apostle of the Gen- 
tiles, and nearly his whole apostolical 
life was spent among the heathen. His 
work demanded constant conversations 
with them, and on the very subject 
which inevitably would draw from them 
a full expression of their religious views. 
He had the very best opportunity of be- 
coming acquainted with the degree of 
their religious knowledge. We should 
regard his words, therefore, as the testi- 
mony of an eyewitness, as well as the 
instruction of one inspired to teach in- 
fallibly the doctrines of God. His as- 
sertion is that the invisible things of 
God, even “his eternal power and god- 
head,” are clearly seen by the heathen in 
the things which God hath made. 

To throw additional light on the ques- 
tion whether the heathen have a know- 
ledge of God,—I propose to bring for- 
ward some facts learned from my own 
observation among the Burmese. In 
doing this, I shall speak of the Burmese 
as Buddhists, Buddhism being the form of 
heathenism which prevails among them. 


Burmese ideas of God. 


The Burmese worship idols, which they 
call God. ‘They worship also pagodas, 
which they equally call God; but whick 
are only monumental structures, usually 
of brick, built in a conical form over 
some relic, as it is pretended, of their 
god. Neither the idols, however, nor 
the pagodas do they regard as possessing 
life, although they have many supersti- 
tious notions of their sacredness and 
power. ‘The idols they regard as repre- 
sentations of their God, who was once 
upon earth, and whom in his absence 
they can now better conceive of, they 
say, with the aid of the images. The 
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images, though many, are all representa- 
tions of one being, Gaudama; and a 
prostration before an image, and the rep- 
etition of a prayer before it or a pagoda, 
is equivalent to worshipping him. 

The Burmese believe that God origi- 
nated in man. The first origin of man 
they pretend not to give; but God, they 
say, is a being who from the human 
state, by virtue of his accumulated mer- 
it acquired by unceasing endeavors to 
keep the law, through innumerable ages 
and in different states of being, and af- 
ter enduring the full amount of punish- 
ment for his sins committed in these dif- 
ferent states of being, finally subdued 
every sinful affection and attained to di- 
vine attributes. Of such gods there 
have been, in past ages, as many as the 
“sands on the banks of the Ganges ;” 
and as many more may yet come. Since 
the beginning of the present order of 
things, there have been four gods, Konk- 
kathan, Gaunagong, Kathaba, and Gau- 
dama; and another is yet to appear be- 
fore the end of the world. The images 
spoken of represent Gaudama, the last 
Buddh, who flourished as God, about the 
time of the prophet Daniel, for forty 
years. At the end of that period he 
died, and passed into utter annihilation ; 
so that at present he has no existence, 
either body or spirit, anywhere in the 
universe. Since that time there has 
been no God; for the last pertaining to 
the period of this world, Areemadayah, 
has not yet come. The Burmese, there- 
fore, do not ascribe eternity to their 
gods. Neither do they ascribe to them 
the creation of the world; nor indeed its 
government, whether physical or moral ; 
nor the final administration of rewards 
and punishments. Every one of them, 
in these respects, falls infinitely below 
the true idea of God. 

On the other hand, the Burmese have 
one grand fundamental idea of God, — 
that he is a good being, and free from all 
sin. Each of their gods was once a man, 
possessed of all the imperfections of hu- 
man nature; but, by persevering en- 
deavors to keep the law, he gradually 
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grew in virtue until he attained toa per- 
fect mastery over every sinful affection ; 
and this after he had suffered the ap- 
pointed punishment of all his sins com- 
mitted in all his states of intelligent be- 
ing; in suffering which he was, by the 
fires of purgatory, purged from all stains 
of guilt. It was not until he had passed 
through all this, that, as the reward of | 
his merit, he attained to divinity. God, 
then, according to the ideas of the Bur- 
mese, is a being of perfect moral excel- 
lence, and therefore the best of beings, 
and by his nature an enemy of all sin. 
Moreover, 

The Burmans distinctly ascribe to their 
god three attributes of infinity — infinite 
power, infinite wisdom, and infinite be- 
nevolence. And to no other being do 
they ascribe these attributes. In their 
estimation, therefore, he is the greatest 
of beings, and, as they say, worthy of the 
admiration and homage and obedience 
of all intelligences. They are conse- 
quently lavish in their praises of him; 
they ever speak of him under the appel- 
lation of “The Excellent God;” and 
their books abound with numberless illus- 
trations of his excellent attributes. In 
all my intercourse of sixteen years with 
that people I do not remember ever to 
have heard one of them speak profanely 
of his god. 

Besides the ideas of God developed in 
the books of the Burmese, others of a 
very important character are developed 
in the daily life of the masses. It has 
been remarked that the Burmese do not 
ascribe creation to God. This is true of 
the theory of their religion, and the po- 
sition is maintained by those who have 
learned that theory. But in our inter- 
course with the unlettered among the 
people, we have been interested to ob- 
serve the readiness with which they have 
been disposed to ascribe the origin of all 
things to God. Calling their attention 
to the mountains, rivers, forests, sun, 
moon and stars, we have, in a familiar 
manner, asked, “ Whence came these 
things ? Could they have come of them- 
selves?” The ready answer has been, 
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“No. God made them.” And in this 
answer, they mean also Gaudama. It is 
only those who have unlearned the les- 
son of nature, by the study of the false 
philosophy of their sacred books, who re- 
ply to the above questions, “ They came 
of themselves,” or, “ They are the mem- 
bers of the world,” in other words, “ parts 
of nature.”"* But even these are not 
generally disposed long to maintain their 
theory, when the common-sense argu- 
ment, so simply presented by the apos- 
tle, —“ Every house is builded by some 
man ; and he that built all things is God,” 
— has been plainly set before them. 

The Burmese have the idea of the 
continued existence of God. We have 
said that Gaudama, after existing in the 
divinity forty years, was annihilated. 
This, too, is the theory of their books, 
and is maintained by those who have 
learned that theory. But when we min- 
gle among the masses, and inquire of 
them where is their god, they reply, 
“He is gone to nigban.” And although 
nigban is the word they use for annihila- 
ticn, they universally associate with that 
word a world, or state, of rest, and that 
a conscious rest. Nor can they be 
dispossessed of this notion, unless by 
quoting from their books we convince 
them, that, according to the indubitable 
teachings of those books, their god is ac- 
tually annihilated, and thus they learn, 
—sometimes to their dismay,— that the 
rest for which they have prayed and 
longed and made many offerings, is real- 
ly a state of non-existence. Nor, in- 
deed, do the learned among them con- 
template with complacency the fact, that 
they are without God. The thought is 
uniformly repelled by them as soon as it 
is presented, nor do they admit it, until 
referred to their own books; when they 
fall back on the reflection, that, “ if they 
have not God, they have his law, and 
his images and pagodas, which he bade 
them make in his stead.” - 

This belief of the Burmese in the con- 

* As if they should rejoin, “ Tell me where 


nature came from, and I will tll you where 
these came from.” 
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tinued existence of God, is further man- 
ifest from their habits of prayer. While 
they repeat their prayers before the im- 
ages and pagodas, they have not, gener- 
ally, the idea that any of those objects of 
worship hear them; and if asked, they 
will answer that they pray to God; and 
they imagine that God hears them; and 
they become sensible of their inconsis- 
tency only on reflection, as when one 
presses them with the question, “ How 
can a non-existent God hear and help?” 
In times of danger, moreover, they are 
as vociferous in calling upon God to 
help and deliver them, as are any who 
believe in a living, omnipresent God. 
Which fact indicates another idea, which 
perhaps may be considered inherent in 
human nature along with that of the ex- 
istence of deity, namely, that of his om- 
nipresence. Certain it is, the Burman 
can be placed nowhere, but he regards 
himself as within the hearing of God; 
God can hear as well in one place as an- 
other ; — although the sacred places are 
considered specially appropriate for 
prayer. 

That the Burmese believe in the con- 
tinued existence of God, appears, again, 
from the expression, of common occur- 
rence, “ God knows.” This language is 
frequently used in asserting their inno- 
cence, if charged with crime or suspect- 
ed of it; or if some strange occurrence 
has taken place, as under cover of the 
night or in some very mysterious way. 
We have frequently questioned them, 
therefore,in the following manner. “You 
say, ‘God knows.” What God? Is it 
Gaudama?” “No, for the books say, 
heisannihilated.” “ Do the idols know?” 
“ No, they know nothing.” Do the pa- 
godas know, which you also call God ?” 
“No, they know nothing.” “ What 
God, then, knows?” They have no 


answer;— yet they do not give up the 
belief that God does know everything; 
not merely that he once knew, but that 
still he knows everything. 

Akin to the idea of the omniscience of 
God is another, everywhere observable 
among the masses and the learned alike, 
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that what they do, whether good or evil, 
is observed and recorded, for future 
award. They do not indeed say, always, 
that God records it; attributing that of- 
fice sometimes to the thagyahs (an infe- 
rior order of exalted intelligences, an- 
swering tolerably to “angels”), some- 
times to the earth ; but whoever does, or 
does not, do it, the idea is fixed in their 
minds that the record is made. Hence 
the encouragement for all their works of 
merit, even the minutest, and however 
secretly performed. Hence, also, they 
never pretend that their secret sins are 
hid from the beings of the invisible world, 
which are higher than man; and they 


have no question but there will be a. 


reckoning hereafter on account of them. 
Consequently, as a universal fact among 
them, they are anticipating a futurity 
strictly characterized by the nature of 
their daily actions, whether good or bad. 
They do not indeed consider that God 
will reward and punish,— but those of- 
fices will be performed by some one. 
(The common people are prone to ex- 
pect reward from God; but suppose that 
some other being will be the punisher.) 
Rewards and punishments are as certain 
as that “the cart-wheel follows the feet 
of the ox that draws it.” 


Their responsibility recognized. 


These ideas of God, held by the Bur- 
mese, clearly establish their responsibil- 
ity. One thing essential to constitute 
responsibility, is a knowledge of right 
and wrong, and this the Burmese mani- 
festly have. Their idea of God is that 
of a being who has kept the law, and has 
thereby become perfectly good. Inhe- 
rent in the idea of right and wrong is 
also, evidently, that of obligation to do 
the right and to avoid the wrong; with 
the additional idea of liability to punish- 
ment if we do wrong, and, on the other 
hand, of a desert of reward if we do 
right. All this the Burman has; for his 
idea of God is that of a being who has 
not only endeavored to keep the law and 
ultimately succeeded, but who also suf- 
fered to the full extent the penalty which 
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the violation of the law deserved. Here, 
then, we have in the Burmese a distinct 
acknowledgment,— indeed, a deep con- 
viction,— that they are under law, and 
that a righteous power above them takes 
note of all their conduct, and will punish 
or reward them in the world to come 
according to their present deeds. True, 
God is not regarded as the rewarder and ~ 
punisher; but the law is regarded as his 
law, in the sense, that he approved and 
kept and preached it, and that the re- 
wards and punishment prescribed by it 
were made known by him. We have 
seen, too, that he is regarded by them as 
worthy of the homage, reverence and 
obedience of all intelligent creatures ; — 
and that he has taught, in the plainest 
possible manner, that there is no escape 
from the desert of their actions. What 
more do we want to establish responsi- 
bility? What more have we, but the 
conviction that our knowledge of these 
great facts rests on a surer basis, and is 
more correct than theirs? But there is 
no lack on their part, of confidence in 
the truth of all which their god has 
taught. This confidence, therefore, only 
establishes the more clearly their guilt, 
in living in opposition to the law which 
they have confessedly received. 

The five fundamental precepts of this 
law, acknowledged by them to be bind- 
ing on all classes and conditions of men, 
are, “ Thou shalt not kill;” “Thou shalt 
not steal; Thou shalt not lie;” “ Thou 
shalt not commit adultery ;” “ Thou shalt 
not drink intoxicating liquors.” 

Besides these, they have many minor 
precepts, applicable to almost all their 
social relations, which may be said, on 
the whole, to be very commendable. 
Many of them are excellent, and are 
maintained by arguments most appropri- 
ate and forcible. 

Is it asked again, “ Whence came the 
heathen toa knowledge of these things ?” 
We again reply, in the language of the 
apostle, “God hath shewed it to them.” 
He hath shewed it to them by the things 
which are made — by the external crea- 
tion of the world, and by the internal 
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creation of man’s intellectual and moral 
nature. The Burmese themselves have 
the thought, that some at least of the 
moral ideas which I have attempted to 
develop as possessed by them, are inhe- 
rentin man. They are accustomed to 
use as a proverb this saying, “He that 
knows not God and the law, is a brute, 
not a man.” 


ASSAM MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. WHITING. 


Shortly after returning from his tour among 
the Miris, (pp. 390-8, last vol.,) Mr. Whiting 
set out on a second expedition, in the course 
of which he visited the earlier scenes of mis- 
sionary effort in Assam. 


Early mission stations in Assam. 


Oct., 1855.—I have long had a desire 
to see Sadiya, Jaipur and the Naga hills, 
where my brethren passed through so 
many sufferings and endured so many 
privations in founding our present mis- 
sion. I walked over the old mission 
compounds, now only known by a few 
tamul and guava trees, with very sub- 
dued feelings. Here had fallen one fresh 
in her entrance upon the field; here, 
also, the remains of br. Thomas had been 
finally deposited; but nowhere was a 
trace to be found of the resting-place of 
these my predecessors in the strife and 
toil of mission experience. The jungle 
grass is green and high above their 
graves ; silence and gloom prevail, where 
once was cheerfulness. The houses have 
mostly disappeared, and the very streets 
and walls have sunk to a level with the 
land, and have become overgrown with 
jungle. I was indebted to a Chinaman, 
one of the last now in the province, for 
his attentions in pointing out to me the 
various localities. 

Jaipur — The Namsang Nagas. 


The military have moved their quar- 
ters about a mile below the former site 
of Jaipur, and this, with a very small 
bazaar, makes up Jaipur,—once the 
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most promising station in the province 
and the seat of our mission, numbering 
at one time four men; as many as we 
have now, though our field is enlarged 
ten fold. I was disappointed in the 
place. The inhabitants in the station 
can be numbered by hundreds, and the 
villages around are scattered and thinly 
settled. Wise was the Providence which 
led our brethren from that desolate part 
of the province, to the beautiful and 
flourishing stations now occupied by us. 

I spent five days in the place, and had 
an opportunity of seeing some of Mr. 
Bronson’s former friends, the Namsang 
Nagas, though too early in the season for 
many to be in the plains. I asked them 
about the sahib’s visiting their villages. 
He was distinctly remembered by them. 
The old chief of br. B.’s day is dead, and 
his sons are now at the head of the tribe. 
They have still a few books preserved, 
and are willing and anxious for mission- 
aries tocome up there. Did we make a 
mistake in abandoning that mountain 
height ? was a question which took hold 
of my thoughts. In all probability, if 
that station had been vigorously support- 
ed from the first, this day the Saviour’s 
praises would have been echoing among 
those hills and vales from thousands of 
converted men and women. Christian 
brethren in America, the little, taper- 
like glimmering, which appeared on the 
Namsang mountain in 1841, is now al- 
most extinguished. A few years more, 
and another Pharaoh, who knows not 
Joseph, will be at the head of the tribe. 
Are you prepared and perfectly willing 
to let that little light go out in darkness ? 


Sadiya and Saikhua— ‘‘Seed long bu- 
ried.’’ 


Sadiya and Saikhua are nearly oppo- 
site to each other on the Brahmaputra, 
at the northeastern extreme of the prov- 
ince. What a tedious and melancholy 
tour must our brethren have found their 
slow ascent to Sadiya in 1836! Sadiya 
is now abandoned, and the former site 
has been mostly carried away by the 


river. What the population was for- 
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merly, I cannot tell; but it is very sparse 
now,— the revenue of Sadiya district be- 
ing only eight hundred rupees, and that 
of Saikhua about fourteen hundred. 
Apart from the military, there are very 
few inhabitants at Saikhua, and the peo- 
ple round about are made up of Assam- 
ese, Mishmis, Abors, Singphos and Mi- 
ris, each and all of which tribes have 
different dialects. What an unpromis- 
ing place for a mission! No mistake 
was made, I am sure, in seeking a peo- 
ple more numerous, and speaking more 
uniformly one language. If our mission, 
during its first ten years’ history, had 
done nothing more than to decide on its 
present locations, its labors would not 
have been in vain. No one can think of 
disturbing these, unless the abandonment 
of the province is contemplated. At 
Jaipur and at SaikhuaI found no one 
who had been led to Christ. The gos- 
pel had been preached there; the word 
of God in parts had been translated, 
printed, and scattered there with a lav- 
ish hand ; but to all appearance the work 
done is like the “seed long buried.” 


Dibrugor— Tamen Gam’s village. 


Dibrugor, a very flourishing and pret- 
ty station, was all a jungle when our 
brethren passed up at first to Sadiya. 
It is now in importance the second sta- 
tion of the province. At this place one 
of our Christian families is employed in 
the engineer's department of public 
works. The mother of Harriet T. Col- 
lins, a young female of our family, lives 
there also. I appointed worship at the 
house of Harriet’s mother on Sunday, 
where for the first time in Dibrugor, I 
suppose, the regular exercises of Chris- 
tian worship in Assamese were held. I 
had an attendance of fifteen or twenty. 
I am told that the worship has been 
maintained there every Sunday since by 
our Christian brother Peter. Thus I 
would like to have all our Christians 
scattered about. The gold would be- 
come pure and the dross more apparent 
in the character of our disciples, if, ming- 
ling with the world,they were compelled | 
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either to deny or to maintain their faith 
in Christ. 

On my way up the river I called at 
Tamen Gam’s village, as I had previous- 
ly promised to do.* The tent was pitch- 
ed at night, and several Miris were pres- 
ent from other villages. A long service 
was held in the evening, and another 
the next morning. Tamen Gam fora 
long time offered many objections, and 
asked many questions, which led me to 
think he had lost his interest in the 
Christian religion, or that he was trying 
to deceive his Miri friends. But aftera 
long conversation, in which I had en- 
deavored to answer his questions and 
urge him to examine into questions more 
practical, I asked him, “ Do you believe 
all these questions, Gam?” “ No,” re- 
plied he, “but, Sahib, since you were 
here, a brahmin pundit has had a long 
conversation with me, and he tells me 
all this stuff and I cannot answer. I 
have been conquered in argument, and 
I have only brought up these topics to- 
night to know how to refute them.” 

I would like to visit this gam’s village 
again this year; but the small allowance 
for travelling has been expended. This 
village is on the highway to Dibrugor, 
and would form a nice central position 
for a month’s labor among the Miris. 
The interesting state of this man’s mind 
forbids the idea of leaving him to be 
tried and unsettled by every Hindu who 
may chance to stop at his village. Light 
and truth must be poured into his mind, 
and his way to the mercy-seat be made 
plain and clear. 

The retrenchments— Upon whom falls 
the responsibility P 

Our friends in America cannot real- 
ize, I am sure, the effects of financial 
embarrassment upon all our missions. 
The effect on the minds and spirits of 
the missionaries is sad enough; but this 
is not all. The heathen, some partially 
enlightened, are actually left to go on te 
eternity doubting the truth of their owa 
religion, and yet not well informed 


* See Magazine for Oct., 1856 pp. 391, 392. 
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enough of a better way to walk therein. 
I do not very often give way to thoughts 
which crowd into my mind when I hear 
of the want of funds; because I believe 
the Lord will, in his own time, convert 
Assam. Nevertheless it does become 
me as a herald of salvation, and the only 
one in this part of Assam now at liberty 
to proclaim pardon and remission of sins 
to the heathen, to inquire, why am I 
straitened in my work, and why is my 
way hedged up? Upon whom falls the 
responsibility ? 
(To be continued.) 


LETTER FROM MR. WHITING. 

In a letter accompanying the preceding 
extracts from his journal, Mr. Whiting under 
date of May 19, 1856, after stating that Mrs. 
Whiting and himself would enter on the en- 
suing hot season with better prospects of 
health than at any previous period, briefly 
reviews his five years’ experience in Assam, 
and the process through which he has come 
te regard. 

Assam a home for life. 


We have been this month five years at 
our post. We have now arrived at the 
point, according to the late Dr. Jones, of 
Siam, where we can begin to be useful. 

In reviewing my first five years’ mis- 
sionary experience, I find that it has 
been a very checkered one mdeed. I 
wonder if every one endures as much as 
Ihave! The reaction of my new sphere 
of life was painful in the extreme. It 
seemed as if one cord after another of 
my heart-strings parted; until I could 
say, in truth, it would be more painful 
to return to America than to remain in 
Assam. Thus one point has been gain- 
ed; I feel satisfied in the thought that 
Assam is my home. 

Again, as I thought of my former sit- 
uation and the attractions of preaching 
in my own language to intelligent con- 
gregations, atemptation would sometimes 
come up, in the form of an honorable re- 
turn at the end of a ten years’ service in 
the field. The thought did not satisfy 
me very much, for many months, that 
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every day in the field was only making 
my future work more valuable, and that 
at the end of ten years I should be able 
to leave the field with less satisfaction to 
my conscience than even before. It was 
a gradual conviction, but, as I am happy 
to say, isa settled one now, that a mis- 
sionary’s work is for life. As long as 
health and strength remain, one cannot, 
surely, leave a mission field. Thus two 
points in my experience have been set- 
tled,—viz., tomake Assam my home, and 
a home for life. 

As I look back and see what a moun- 
tain stood before me at the entrance, in | 
the form of the Assamese language, I 
wonder how I was kept from giving way 
to despair. It was well that I did not 
know in its fullest extent the difficulty 
that was before me. After five years’ 
constant practice in the language, I am 
far from being fluent in the choice of 
words, or correct in the construction of 
the sentences. I find that I can preach 
more easily than I can converse ; a fact 
owing to practice in part, and in part to 
my never preaching in English. I nev- 
er felt the constant need of a pundit 
more than I do now ; nor was I ever better 
prepared to use his assistance profitably. 

When I think of the change in cli- 
mate, food and habits, through which we 
have been obliged to pass, it is with 
thankfulness that we can commence our 
sixth year under more favorable circum- 
stances thaneyer. I have endured many 
painful hours during the past five years. 
At one time I seriously apprehended the 
necessity of withdrawing from the field 
on account of the state of my health. 
But that has all passed away now. 

I have been very much favored in be- 
ing at liberty to acquaint myself with my 
district. I have been over almost all of 
Upper Assam, and can now see at what 
points my labors can be most wisely be- 
stowed. Let me remain where I am, if 
you can consistently with the best inter- 
ests of the mission. Let me yearly 
sound the gospel forth in all these parts, 
until I am released from earthly work 
and admitted to the restof God's chosen 
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people. My first five years have gone; 
they are sealed up for eternity. My next 
five years, I trust, will be more faithful- 
ly devoted to the work to which I have 
been called. 


LETTERS FROM MR. BRONSON. 
Closing of the Nowgong school. 


In a note accompanying the following com- 
munication, Mr. Bronson expresses the hope 
that it may be published, or that in some oth- 
er way the donors, “ who are freely giving at 
home,”’ may be apprized that “ the school has 
been necessarily closed.” He further says, 
“T hope that the school funds will be added 
to the appropriation for preaching and itiner- 
acy; for it is exceedingly desirable, if we con- 
fine ourselves to this work, to have the means 
of going and doing to the extentofour strength 
and opportunity.” 


From the Committee’s circular, re- 
ceived by the last mail, there seems to 
be no prospect of reinforcement to our 
mission for some time to come. The 
scanty appropriation of last year is not 
likely to be increased ; it may, very pos- 
sibly, be reduced. My own health con- 
tinues feeble. Under these circumstan- 
ces I am under the necessity of adjust- 
ing matters accordingly, and with the 
concurrence of the mission I propose to 
make the following changes. 

1. To close up the normal school for 
the present. 

2. To retain native brethren, who 
give promise of being useful, in preach- 
ing and itinerating among the people. 

3. My own efforts, instead of being 
divided as heretofore, to be given solely 
to the preaching of the gospel and the 
instruction of the assistants in the Bible. 
Although our means are limited, yet, if 
they can be mainly devoted to this one 
object, I hope they will be sufficient to 
carry forward an eflicient work in 
preaching and itineracy; and perhaps 
enable us to take up permanent positions 
for sub-stations in one or two important 
os in direct contact with the peo- 
ple. 


In regard to the closing of the school, 
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it seems to me evidently to be duty ; for, 
if we cannot carry on all operations that 
seem desirable and even useful, we ought 
clearly to confine ourselves to those most 
important. The exceedingly small ap- 
propriation of last year, for all depart- 
ments of missionary labor, necessitated 
reduction to such an extent that it seem- 
ed best to myself and brethren to reduce 
our school operations, for the good of 
more important work. A part, therefore, 
of the appropriation to the school was re- 
linquished, leaving only just sufficient for 
the reduced number of pupils remaining 
in the school, and with no provision for 
the admission of new ones; as my previ- 
ous letters have informed you. We have 
clung to the hope that with the new year 
brighter prospects would dawn upon us; 
but in view of the-late circular we have 
no alternative but to close up for the 
present. 

I have to request that the friends and 
donors of the school may be immediately 
informed that the school is closed. I beg 
you to assure them that their efforts have 
not been in vain. A goodly number of 
the pupils have been hopefully converted 
to God. Several are now occupying 
useful stations, and are helpers in the 
gospel. Others have died in hope of a 
glorious resurrection. During the past 
week, one of the former pupils, support- 
ed by friends in Whitesboro’, N. Y., has 
died in our midst in the triumphs of 
faith. She was a poor Naga slave girl, 
redeemed by a native friend, and placed 
in the school. When brought to us, her 
body was covered with scars and sores 
where she had been beaten and bound. 
She seemed as wild and ignorant asa 
beast; but as soon as she could read and 
understand the Scriptures, she yielded 
her heart to the Saviour; and from the 
day of her baptism to her death, she was 
a true and faithful disciple. The last 
day of her life was one of great suffering, 
but the name of her Saviour was often 
on her lips. She said “I have no fear, 
I shall go to Jesus.” After giving a dy- 
ing message to her husband, and com- 
mending to our care her infant child, 
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she said, “Now I am going; pray for 
me.” I knelt down and prayed with 
her,— during which she clasped her 
hands upon her breast and never moved 
them again, so gently did she fall asleep 
in Jesus. 

If the conversion, Christian walk, and 
happy death of this Naga slave girl were 
the only good the school had accom- 
plished from its beginning, it would be 
an ample reward for all that has been 
done. It is hard to break up and scatter 
the school, but in our extreme weakness 
we must bow to the stern necessity. I 
hope, however, to make some provision 
for them all; and the suspension of the 
school for a season may not prove ulti- 
mately injurious. Its buildings and oth- 
er appendages will remain for the use of 
assistants, inquirers and Christian youth, 
who may form the nucleus of a future 
school, established on a plan more strict- 
ly conformed to the present wants. 

In a letter of subsequent date, Aug. 18, Mr. 


Bronson again adverts to the subject, in words 
following: 


Looking at the present state of things 
in our mission, and especially the urgent 
wants of this station, and in view of the 
late circular of the Committee intimating 
the necessity of still further reductions, 
I felt impelled to do as I have done. It 
is evidently not duty to employ our lim- 
ited means on secondary objects, even 
though they may seem desirable and 
useful. Multitudes flock around us on 
every side, to whom we can as a family, 
every member of us, communicate orally 
the word of God. This I have ever re- 
garded as the great work of all mission- 
ary operations. 

Besides, the process of reduction that 
I have been carrying on, has made the 
present a favorable time for disbanding 
the school without leaving any to suffer. 
Some will, I hope, occupy useful posi- 
tions, in the mission and out of it. I 
shall close all expenses of this arrange- 
ment as fast as I possibly can. 

The desolating tempest is not without 
most useful results. So, sometimes, I 
am led to comfort myself with the hope 


that out of the pressure now upon us 
God will educe good. Discussion brings 
to light many little evils and hindrances 
that would otherwise have remained un- 
observed. It sets missionaries and the 
friends at home to reflection. It leads 
all to pause, and solemnly inquire where- 
fore God is contending with us. It 
breaks up the spirit of slumber and the 
enfeebling effects of dead routine. The 
very net in which we seem entangled, 
shows us that perhaps we have been de- 
pending too much on man, on societies 
and human organizations, instead of lean- 
ing solely on God for guidance and suc- 
cess. So in regard to this station ; if it 
is to be sustained, I am inclined to think 
that the changes now forced upon us by 
the present state of things, will be ulti- 
mately advantageous. And if we are 
not to be sustained, if we are compelled 
to go on reducing operations until the 
note of recall is sounded by the Board, 
in that case especially the closing of the 
school at this juncture will appear to 
have been a wise step. 


In another communication, just received, 
Mr. Bronson speaks of the state of the mission 
generally, the causes of its depression, and the 
measures taken, or to be employed, for its sus- 
tentation. The letter was unofficial, but we 
publish from it freely, that the heart of our 
brother may be revealed, knowing that many 
a heart will answer to it. 


Oct. 4.—I feel like sitting down by 
your side and talking with you familiarly 
regarding the interests of our dear 
Union, and of this mission. Could I 
again have you as a guest, how many 
things I should have to inquire about. 
My anxious heart is full. It aches to its 
very core for the interests to which I 
have given nearly twenty years of my 
life. Ihave received the “ Macedonian” 
account of the May meeting, but no full 
account; and by the “ Examiner” I see 
that nothing was done definitely by way 
of settlement of the difficulties. Future 
difficulties were not forestalled, and I see 
intimations of divisions, — of new socie- 
ties,— all of which weigh down my spirit 
to the very dust. I have for the last 
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three mails been longing for some com- 
munication from the Rooms, official or 
unoflicial, giving some intimations of fu- 
ture prospects.* My dear brother, I 
have written so often and urgently that 
the breaches which have been made in 
this mission may be repaired, that I have 
little courage to add more. You know 
our state,—the Daiibles removed, the 
Stoddards gone, the Browns gone. Are 
none of these vacancies to be filled ? 

Those of us who remain, are struggling 
with disease, with disappointments, with 
corroding fears and anxieties; saddened 
by the reductions we have been called 
upon to make, and may have to continue 
to make. I have just closed up my year- 
ly report of expenses on account of the 
mission. Only rs. 1411 were appropri- 
ated by the mission for all expenses at 
this station for the past year, and I felt 
pledged not to exceed it, and more, to 
save as much of that as I could for meet- 
ing the heavy debt on your hands; and 
I find that I have saved above rs.200 of 
the appropriation. But I need not tell 
you that these reductions are awfully 
ruinous in their effects upon us, imme- 
diately or ultimately. Your call for re- 
trenchment was imperative, and for one 
Ihave done my best to meet it. The 
consequences I leave to others. But 
this I can say, I have done all I could to 
lessen the evil consequences, and to 
make the best of the present state of 
things. We have as a family, tried, day 
by day, and week by week, to do present 
duty and leave events. We cannot see 
one step ahead, so dark is the night 
gathered upon our once fair mission 
prospects. Still, I seem to hear the 
voice of love and power still echoing 
from over Galilee’s restless waters, “ It 
is I, be not afraid ;”— and knowing that 
He still guides the bark, I sometimes find 
rest. 

Mr. Bronson bespeaks more 
Freedom of communication with mis- 

sionaries. 
If there is a poor soul on the face of 
* One mail, or more, was returned from 


England. 
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the earth that needs words of cheer and 
encouragement, and incentives to faith- 
fulness and diligence, it is the solitary 
missionary, who seldom meets a fellow 
pilgrim, whose lot it is to meet with in- 
fluences wholly adverse to growth in ho- 
liness, and whose zeal often flags. What 
letters Paul used to write to Timothy! 
O ye Pauls and Peters and Simeons of 
our Missionary Union, send us now and 
then some of your epistles of love. 
When in your experiences it is well with 
you, remember us. We hear not the 
earnest appeals to faithfulness and conse- 
cration that you have from Sabbath to 
Sabbath. Write us with warm hearts 
gushing out with the love of God; point 
us to Him who, for the joy of bringing 
many sons to glory, despised the cross, 
endured the shame. Familiarity with 
the woes of heathenism tends to deaden 
the pain we felt when we first beheld 
them. Caution us; spread out before 
us, as you feel it, the awful state of the 
heathen without Christ. Tell us of the 
promises of success, and of the glorious 
reward of faithfully serving God. I 
have often felt that these are the helps 
that missionaries need from the church- 
es, quite as much as the silver and gold. 
Try it. Send your missionaries these 
tokens of your love and faithful remem- 
brance, and see if we shall not all be 
better missionaries. 


Daily preaching and tract distributing. 


Ghinai and Adhiram continue as usu- 
al in the daily and faithful discharge of 
their duty; studying some portion of 
Scripture truth with me two hours daily, 
and then going out among the people 
for preaching and distribution of tracts 
and Scriptures, except when visitors at 
the bungalow are numerous. We have 
many more visitors at the bungalow lat- 
terly. Large groups come and sit down 
on the front steps, and in the verandah. 
I have built a small portico over the 
steps, which makes a fine place for all 
who call. It protects them from the 
sun, and here I have one of the best 
preaching places I ever had. The front 
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steps quite overlook the large public 
road, and people passing can hear every 
word I say when addressing those who 
have called. Our Mikirs continue in- 
teresting, and I hope to visit soon sever- 
al of their villages in the hills. 


GERMANY. 
LETTER FROM MR. ONCKEN. 


In a letter from Mr. Oncken, (last date Nov. 
11,) we are furnished with some statistical 
returns of the mission for the year 1855-6. 

(See also Annual Report, p. 310, last vol., 
and p. 302.) 

Results in 1855-6. 


The number of believers baptized in 
1855, in connection with our mission, 
was 1,170; the clear increase (including 
three hundred and ninety persons who 
emigrated to the United States) being 
eight hundred and fifty-three members, 
or 169-10 per cent. Our preaching 
stations have risen from four hundred 
and twenty-nine to five hundred and 
two; our churches from fifty-three to 
sixty-one, and our Sabbath scholars from 
1,152 to 1,323. In view of these facts, 
we have abundant cause for gratitude to 
Him who giveth “the increase,” and of 
encouragement for the future. 

In the work accomplished, besides the 
preaching of the gospel, the circulation 
of the Scriptures and other religious 
publications has performed an important 
part ; although, owing to a want of sufli- 
cient funds, this department of labor has 
been less extensive than in the preced- 
ing year. Of bibles, 81,286 copies were 
circulated ; of tracts, &c., 824,229. Since 
my first connection with various Bible 
societies, 594,964 copies of the Holy 
Scriptures have been issued from our de- 
pot in Hamburg. Many instances of 
conversion in consequence of our bibles 
and books being read come to our know- 
ledge, and doubtless many more will ap- 
pear in the great day of revelations. 
Through the liberality of the American 
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Tract Society, (whose readiness to aid 
us is truly encouraging,) we have been 
enabled to open many circulating libra- 
ries at our stations. . This we find to be 
a valuable means for the introduction of 
the gospel to the people. 

The number and labors of our beloved 
missionary brethren have not experienc- 
ed a material change. Br. O. N. Folt- 
ved, pastor of the church at Aalborg in 
Jutland, entered his rest February 11. 
Br. Berneike, in Pomerania, has for 
some time been an invalid. All the 
other missionaries have enjoyed such a 
degree of health, as enabled them unre- 
mittingly to attend to their calling. Br. 
Kleppe, who was stationed in Mecklen- 
burg, believed it to be his duty to accom- 
pany the brethren who emigrated to 
America. Our only missionary repre- 
sentative in Mecklenburg is, therefore, 
br. Wegner. Br. Giilzau, who had for 
many years labored with success at Stet- 
tin, has by the advice of the German 
Baptist Mission Board removed to Ham- 
burg. He is now engaged in preaching 
to the church in Hamburg and at the 
outstations. His labors here are very 
acceptable, and almost indispensable, 
owing to my frequent absence from 
home. His place at Stettin is occupied 
by br. Bues; and br. Thies, one of the 
missionaries of the Prussian Association, 
is assisting br. Lehmann at Berlin. 

The persecution of our brethren in 
Mecklenburg, Hesse Cassel, Schaum- 
burg-Lippe and Schleswig, continues 
unabated. Besides the usual inflictions 
of fines and imprisonments, the prohibi- 
tion to marry is now imposed upon them. 
A couple, after waiting to be married 
three years, finally resolved to proceed 
to England to have the ceremony per- 
formed there. Not being supplied with 
passports, however, they were arrested in 
Hamburg harbor, and after being de- 
tained in prison two hundred and three 
days, were sent back to Mecklenburg. 
No effort on their part has been want- 
ing to induce the authorities to consent 
to their marriage, and they have now 
finally decided to settle in Prussia, where 
civil marriage exists. 
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That these persecutions of the Bap- 
tists in Germany proceed from the cler- 


‘gy of the high-church party, there is no 


doubt. Yet, even with this powerful in- 
fluence at work against us, we do not 
fear for the ultimate issue of our glorious 
enterprise. We fight beneath the ban- 
ner of the “ King of kings.” His is the 
kingdom, the power and the glory, for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Events of the past year. 


The following is a condensed view of 
events that have transpired in connec- 
tion with our mission during the present 
year. 

During the greater part of the sum- 
mer, I have been travelling in the ser- 
vice of the mission. In June I attended 
the conference of the Prussian Associa- 
tion at Berlin, and, the other members 
of our Board being also present, we took 
occasion to discuss many important mat- 
ters. Above all, we decided on the ne- 
cessity of rousing our own churches to 
increased exertion for the support of the 
mission. It was also resolved that for 
the same purpose a personal appeal 
should be made by me to the Baptist 
churches in England. 

The business of the Conference and 
the deliberations of the Board being con- 
cluded, I proceeded to Stettin and to 
Revtz, in Pomerania, in consequence of 
a pressing invitation from br. Wiehler, 
hitherto missionary of the A. B. M. 
Union, now supported by Lady Peto, of 
England. 

The church in Reetz traces its origin 
to the visits of a brother from Hamburg 
to his relatives at Reetz in 1848. His 
admonitions and consistent bearing were 
the means of winning one or two souls 
to Christ. These persons applied to br. 
Giilzau at Stettin for baptism, and Reetz 
from henceforth became a preaching 
station of the church at Stettin. When 
the number of believers increased and 
new doors were opened, we sent br. 
Wiehler to occupy this field of labor, 
and he has done so most successfully ,— 
the number of members in and around 
Reetz being at present seventy. On 
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the occasion of my visit to them in June, 
they united into a church of Christ, of 
which br. Wiehler was chosen pastor, 
and two of the brethren deacons. The 
happiness I enjoyed among the simple- 
hearted and devoted brethren, I cannot 
describe. The influence, too, exerted 
by them on the population generally, is 
of the most salutary character. Since 
my visit to Reetz, twenty-two persons 
have been immersed. 

In July, the conference of the North 
Western Association was convened at 
Halsbeck. There, too, the truth has 
achieved glorious triumphs, among a 
people whose hearts for a long time 
seemed impregnable. 

During my visit here I addressed nu- 
merous audiences. The church itself 
numbers ninety-one members, and has 
eleven stations. Their pastor, br. Bohl- 
ken, isa man of great natural abilities 
and of simplicity which wins him favor 
with high and low. The government of 
Oldenburg affords us a greater amount 
of liberty than is enjoyed by the Baptists 
in any other German state; civil mar- 
riage has recently been introduced (as 
we believe) for our benefit. 

From Halsbeck I proceeded to Varel 
and Seefeld, at each of which places a 
church was formed. How great the sat- 
isfaction I felt in organizing a church in 
my native place, Varel,—an event for 
which my prayers have ascended forty 
years,— may be easily supposed. Yet 
my heart was pained that this interesting 
service had to take place in a small, in- 
convenient apartment, to which not half 
the strangers who desired to enter could 
be admitted. Could our Awmerican 
brethren but see how urgent the need is 
here and in other places for more com- 
modious meeting-rooms, I am persuaded 
né other pleading would be necessary to 
induce them to enable your Board to fa- 
cilitate our work in this respect. 

On this tour I had the pleasure of 
uniting in marriage one of our first mis- 
sionaries, br. Hinrichs, with a much es- 
teemed sister at Jever. On this occa- 
sion, too, a large concourse of people had 
assembled, to whom I spoke of that spir- 


| 


46 


itual union with Christ which is indis- 

pensable to the salvation of the soul. 
The number of churches in Oldenburg 

is six, with three hundred and twenty- 


Germany. — Miss Oncken’s Narrative. 


[February, 


er a desire for re-union. For the accom- 
plishment of this object I was earnestly 
entreated to lengthen my stay; but this 
was impossible. The Lord, however, 


who is not dependent on human agency, 
will in his own good time restore these 
dear brethren to mutual love and confi- 
dence. At Heilbronn, in Wiirtemberg, 
we have an active, prosperous church, 
under the care of br. Korner. 

From Heilbronn I returned to Frank- 
fort, to form the brethren there, with 
those from the surrounding country and 
several villages in Hesse, into a church. 
Br. Reichard was appointed pastor, and 
br. Blenner has undertaken to transfer 
his missionary labors from Hesse to 
Frankfort. 

September 25th I reached Barmen, 
where the new chapel was opened on the 
28th. The occasion was one every way 
fraught with interest, and will, while life 
lasts, be numbered among my most cher- 
ished recollections. I had the unspeak- 
able happiness of immersing my second 
son, William Sears, aged 17 years, of 
whose genuine conversion I have the 
most gratifying evidence. May his life 
be one of usefulness for the Redeemer’s 
kingdom. 

And now I must draw to aclose. I 
am on the point of leaving for England, 
and many engagements previous to my 
departure crowd upon me. May the 
Lord so incline the hearts of our British 
brethren in favor of his cause in Ger- 
many, that my absence from my post at 
home may not be very long. I feel the 


eight members and forty-eight preaching 
stations. Could larger audiences be ac- 
commodated than is now the case, our 
success would be, humanly speaking, 
greater still. 

After spending only a week or two 
with my beloved people in Hamburg, I 
left, accompanied by my daughter, for 
the south of Germany and Switzerland 
August 26. My chief objects on this 
tour were, to attend the Conference of 
the Southern Association, and to “ set in 
order the things that were wanting” in 
Alsace and Frankfort. But as my 
daughter has prepared a detailed ac- 
count of this journey, 1 beg to refer you 
to it for particulars.* 

The brethren in Switzerland give evi- 
dence of their interest in the mission, by 
their great liberality. One of the decis- 
ions of the Conference was, to support 
two additional laborers here. Indeed 
ui there was an earnestness in all that was 
i said and proposed by the brethren, which 
convinced me how much they all have 
the work entrusted to them at heart. 

At Muhlhouse in Alsace I assisted in 
the formation of achurch. The breth- 
i! ren here are spiritually in a healthy con- 
| dition, and labor as far as in them lies, 
i | to overcome the infidelity with which 


France is deluged ; an infidelity not the 
less fatal in its results because the for- 


malities of the Romish church prevent the to ho ene; tut 

Ht le from becomi ious of i 

it a ag ee when the Lord calls, it is ours cheerfully 

i In Wiirtemberg, there is among the | '? Mllow. 

i Baptists much occasion for sorrow. Sa- 

i tan has aimed his most fatal arrow at 

if them; dissensions have arisen, and they MISS ONCKEN’S NARRATIVE. 
i who were one flock have divided into Journey to Switzerland. } 


three or four hostile parties. By this 
means the influence of all is maimed, 
and the progress of Christ’s kingdom 
here is hindered. During my stay at 
Stuttgard, I had intercourse with all 
these brethren, and was happy to discov- 


An invitation to attend the Confer- 
ence of our Southern Baptist churches 
to be held at Zurich, came to us with 
doubly persuasive voice from Switzer- 
land. Visions of an inanimate world of 
beauty, and of still fairer creations in the 
kingdom of grace, combined their influ- 
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ence to bid us respond to the call. Yet 
the Swiss conference offered another 
consideration not less urgent than that of 
personal gratification. Thither from 
their distant and lonely posts of labor, 
we knew many brethren would hasten, 
as to a rallying point for Christian com- 
munion and prayer, which would serve 
to strengthen their hands anew. It was 
this reflection which proved heaviest 
in the scale, when weighed together with 
other duties, that determined my father 
to be present at the gathering of breth- 
ren at Zurich; and on this tour it was 
my privilege to accompany him. 


The setting out — Eimbeck. 


On the morning of August 25th, we 
crossed the Elbe, and took the train to 
Eimbeck in Hanover. The conversation 
of our travelling companions turned up- 
on every subject, save that of highest 
moment, until the tracts distributed turn- 
ed the channel of thought upon religion. 
But here previous enthusiasm gave place 
toscorn or indifference. Only one aged 
couple, after reading their tract, thanked 
us for what had been “medicine” to 
their souls. 

Late at evening we reached Eimbeck, 
a country town, where under the pas- 
toral care of br. Steinhoff a Baptist 
church, numbering sixty members, ex- 


_ists. Br. S.is one of the “diligent in 


business, serving the Lord.” In his 
shop, side by side with brashes of every 
description, lie bibles, which, attracting 
attention, prepare the way for religious 
conversation. Many of the surrounding 
gentry frequent br. Steinhoff’s shop, not 
the less because the “ unlearned” man 
speaks to them of spiritual things. And 
the Lord approves his servant's testimo- 
ny. In that small shop proud hearts 
have been humbled, and contrite ones 
have received comfort and healing ; while 
from it the word of God has found its 
way into families in every condition of 
life. At the back of br. Steinhoff’s 
premises is a commodious meeting-room, 
built by him for the use of the church. 
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Hesse — Frankfort — Heidelberg. 


Brief but delightful hours of Christian 
intercourse would have tempted us to 
prolong our stay here, but for an ap- 
pointment to meet Mr. Kébner at Frank- 
fort on the Maine. The next morning 
we took leave of our kind friends, and 
after a few hours’ travelling, found our- 
selves on Hessian territory. Here neg- 
lected fields and huts of clay spoke a 
hopelessness, which painfully called to 
mind Hesse’s latest history. Nor could 
we be diverted from the gloomy picture 
by the palaces of Cassel, the capital of 
the Grand Duchy. Forth from their 
splendid portals, we knew, had issued 
commands that had silenced the voice of 
awakening Liberty throughout the land, 
and caused the tears of God’s children 
to flow. From the sunlit halls of the 
great, our thoughts turned to those cheer- 
less dungeons, where a long night of 
weeping has been the portion of the pi- 
ous and the brave. Yet our pity was 
less for those on whom a morning of 
eternal joy will ere long dawn, than for 
those whose deeds of injustice are “ heap- 
ing up” for them “ wrath unto the day 
of wrath.” 

At the railway station in Frankfort, 
we were met by friends who had been 
eagerly awaiting my father’s arrival. 
The German Baptist Mission Board, 
though long impressed with the desira- 
bleness of making this gay city a mission 
station, have hitherto been compelled to 
give other places the precedence. Now 
the welfare both of believers and inquir- 
ers renders the appointment of a stated 
laborer imperative; and as the friends 
in Frankfort have agreed to support a 
missionary in part, my father promised 
to send them br. Blenner, from Hesse. 
The formation of a church in Frankfort 
was also decided upon,—the number 
(forty-three) and mature judgment of 
the believers justifying such a step. 
Time not permitting this to take place 
now, my father deferredit until his re- 
turn from Switzerland. Other matters 
of local interest were arranged, and the 
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good effects of my father’s visit became 
evident even before we left. 
Heidelberg, with charms abundant 
for eye and mind, next bade ys “ tarry 
awhile.” Here nature, in ever renewed 
youth, forms a striking contrast to the 
transientness of man’s proudest works. 


(February, 


tirely disregarded in France. But the 
Lord has blessed them the more abun- 
dantly. Br. Hafner, a baker, whose 
chief customers had been the owners of 
Sunday tea-gardens, when he became a 
Baptist, lost them. But soon his old 
customers returned. Their guests, dis- 


covering the bread lately provided to be 
of inferior quality, inquired the cause ; 3 
and, hearing that Mr. Hafner would sup- 
ply his customers only on Saturday, they 


Heidelberg castle, grand even in deso- 
lation, yet can tell only of “departed 
glory;” while the scenes of Eden-like 
beauty by which it is surrounded, testify 


to a power “the same yesterday, to-day 
and forever.” Truly, “among the gods, 
there is none like unto the Lord; nei- 
ther are there any works like unto his 
works.” Heidelberg enriched us with 
an increased sense of our heavenly Fa- 
ther’s greatness and goodness. 


Gambling saloon — Muhlhouse — The 
Sabbath-keeping baker. 


At Baden Baden, where we were 
obliged to pass the night, we took a sur- 
vey of one of the notorious gambling- 
hells. There the god of this world has 
established his throne, and exhausted his 
powers of attraction. The saloons are 
decorated with a brilliancy that at once 
allures and dazzles, while the voice of 
the tempter is heard saying,—“ All these 


things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall 


down and worship me.” And how great 
the number of his infatuated victims, one 
glance at the gambling board discloses. 
What a crowd of eager, anxious or dis- 
appointed faces is gathered round it! 
What agitation they display, as the little 
ball whirls swiftly round, upon which 
weal and woe are staked! Even to us 
the scene was so painfully exciting that 
we were ready to exclaim,—“ Where- 
fore do ye spend money for that which 
is not bread?” 

The following day we crossed the 
Rhine at Strassburg, on our way to Muhl- 
house, a station of the Baptist church at 
Zurich. Ten years ago my father bap- 
tized the first converts here; their num- 
ber is now twenty-two. Some of these 
friends at their conversion made great 
sacrifices for the truth, especially in their 
observance of the Sabbath, which is en- 


declared their readiness to take it a day 
old. Since then, the garden owners 
take their supplies on Saturday, and br. 
Hafner’s bread has gained a renown in 
the town; but above all, the command- 
ment of God has been honored before 


men. 


Loan-tracts—Missionary at Muhlhouse. 


Abounding in works of love and faith, 
the little flock at Muhlhouse cause their 
light to shine amid the gloom of Roman 
Catholic superstition, by which they are 
surrounded. Their services are con- 
ducted in German,— this being the lan- 
guage of the people, although French is 
very generally spoken, since Alsace has 
come under French dominion. The 
priesthood, here as everywhere the ene- 
mies of a preached gospel, are unsup- 
ported by the government in their at- 
tempts to crush the work of our breth- 
ren. The latter are affected more by 
political restrictions, which are especially 
stringent with regard to the press. Ev- 
ery tract that enters France is marked 
with the stamp of the Minister of the In- 
terior, before it is passed into the hands 
of the receiver. Neither can tracts be 
freely distributed,— the gratuitous circu- 
lation of all pamphlets being interdicted. 
The letter of this prohibition, however, 
not including the loan of tracts, our 
brethren adopt this method for their cir- 
culation ; and, insignificant though these 
weapons appear, when compared with 
the Goliath of infidelity against which 
they are directed, our brethren are un- 
dismayed, knowing that “the battle is 
the Lord’s.” 

But while the believers here are zeal- 
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ous in their efforts for the good of others, 
their own spiritual interests demand the 
labors of a missionary. The present 
financial state of the German Mission, 
however, rendering a decrease rather 
than an increase of missionaries neces- 
sary, my father scarcely knew how to 
mect the entreaties made for a brother 
to be sent here. He could not find it 
in his heart to give a refusal, and rely- 
ing on the enlarged liberality of Chris- 
tian friends abroad, and on the increased 
exertions of the churches at home, prom- 
ised to send a brother. The services 
held here by my father and Mr. Kobner 
were well attended, and to the brethren 
this Lord's day was, as they assured us, 
one in which they had gathered food for 
many days to come. 


Basle — Alpine scenery — Arrival and 
reception. 


Two days later we proceeded to Basle, 
the pious old city, where in contrast with 
other continental towns, religion and re- 
spectability walk hand in hand. Here 
we visited the mission house built by the 
Baselers, in fulfilment of a vow made 
while the city was in a state of siege, 
that their deliverance should be thus 
commemorated.* From this institution 
many missionaries have gone forth to 
heathen lands. The simplicity of* the 
domestic arrangements impressed us fa- 
vorably. 

The Baptists at Basle are for the 
greater part Darbyists, and believe in 
baptismal regeneration,— not, however, 
without previous repentance. They also 
differ from us on the subject of commun- 
ion. Mr. Burchard, their minister, kind- 
ly placed his meeting-room at my father’s 
disposal, and a service was held. 

At length we were en route for our 
last station, Zurich, and the glories of 
Alpine scenery began to unfold before 
us. Here were hills, “o’er which the 
vine lays forth her purple grape and 
gently creeps luxuriant;” and_ here, 
“the flowery lap of many an irriguous 
valley spread her store,” while the ‘Alps, 

* See Magazine for Feb. 1856, p. 57. 
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like the presence of dignity with beauty, 
heightened admiration into reverence. 
We realized Goethe’s experience in 
Switzerland: “ At every step I felt dis- 
posed to stand still and meditate.” It is 
true, the pen of many a ready writer had 
already rendered these scenes familiar to 
us; yet every such representation proved 
inadequate to the living reality. We felt 
that, as of the Divine Author, so of his 
works, there is no word more fitting than 
— Come and see.” 

Our own was among the last arrivals 
of visitors to the Conference. On reach- 
ing the house of br. Hofer, pastor of the 
Baptist church at Zurich, we were wel- 
comed by an assemblage of friends, 
whose joy in seeing my father once 
more, after a long separation, was great. 

After the first salutations were over, 
the brethren retired to make prelimi- 
nary arrangements for the business of 
the following day. Our own hospitable 
entertainers during our stay at Zurich, 
were a family where the mother and 
daughters are believers. All that Christ- 
ian love can devise was done, to render 
the sweet cottage where we were lodged 
a home to us. And it was indeed “ good 
to be there.” The cottage, overgrown 
with vines, led on one side into a garden 
of roses still in full bloom; on the other 
it overlooked “fair Zurich's waters,” 
while snow-covered mountains in the 
horizon were not wanting to complete 
the panorama. 


The Conference — Remarks of Mr. 
Oncken. 


On the morning of September fourth, 
the Conference was opened with prayer 
and the reading of Ephesians I. My 
father was then chosen chairman. The 
proceedings having reference, for the 
greater part, to matters of local interest, 
it would be superfluous to give them in 
detail. Of the general character of the 
Conference, the following extracts may 
serve as a specimen. 

The Chairman said —‘ Accept my 
heart-felt thanks for the confidence 
shown me, by committing the guidance 
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of this meeting to me. To serve the 
Lord in his disciples is my chief joy. 
Yet wisdom from above is needful for 
every work, and I trust you will to this 
end give me the support of your prayers. 
My beloved brethren, you who dwell 
among mountains,—the monitors of 
God, ever pointing heavenward, — you 
are privileged above us, who live where 
theresare no such external promptings 
to devotion; yet we know of heights 
which with irresistible power draw us 
towards their summit. My brethren, 
we have all inhaled the purifying, re- 
animating atmosphere of Golgotha and 
Tabor. These are the mounts of God's 
unchanging love, whence we in the 
north and you in the south can alone 
survey Canaan, our heavenly home. 
And since God has permitted us to 
meet once more on earth, let us mount 
up on high, and unitedly rejoice over 
our goodly heritage.” 
Report and discussion. 


Mr. Steinhoff, the secretary of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, then gave 
a report for the past year. 

Although nothing of striking interest 
has transpired during the past twelve 
months, the object of the Convention, — 
union among the churches—has been 
promoted. Mutual sympathy and help 
have not been wanting. Liberal contri- 
butions have been made to the mission 
funds of the Convention. The report 
said —“ Let us be very cautious in the 
disbursement of funds; let our caution 
be proportionate to the sacrifices which 
contributions to those funds entail on 
many of our brethren.” 

Several brethren spoke of the com- 
paratively small increase of the churches. 

Mr. Kébner said—“TI concur in de- 
ploring this fact. Yet cause for grati- 
tude remains. Although the movement 
in the Wupperthal is not so lively as last 
year, the church in Barmen numbers 
one hundred members. The heavy 
clouds that threatened to burst on our 
heads, have been converted into a fruit- 
ful rain. For a time dissensions and 
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misapprehensions prevailed in the church. 
But peace and harmony have been re- 
stored. Our services are well attended. 
The church at Vollmarstein, in the 
vicinity of Barmen, perhaps the most 
flourishing of all our German Baptist 
churches, numbers one hundred and ten 
members.” 

Mr. Cramme, who was not present, 
sent a report. His health demands a 
cessation from labor. The brethren, 
aware of the great value of his labors, 
agreed by pecuniary aid and in other 
ways to facilitate his work. 

The want of two additional laborers 
for Switzerland was strongly urged, and 
the Conference finally resolved to sup- 
port two more missionaries here. Mr. 
Merkt, who has labored in Switzerland 
two years, described it as a promising 
field of labor. 

Several brethren inquired whether 
they are justified in baptizing persons 
who have not the assurance of the for- 
giveness of their sins, or their regenera- 
tion, and the subject was discussed at 
length. 

The Chairman said —“ Much depends 
upon our conception of regeneration. 
Some believe the conscious appropria- 


tion of the merits of Christ to be regen- 


eration. But I am not of this opinion. 
Being all by nature spiritually dead, we 
are unable to see our sinfulness, and with 
prayerful earnestness to seek our salva- 
tion. Sincere seeking,— such as has the 
sure promise of finding, — is therefore a 
token of spiritual life, and consequently 
of regeneration. In cases where we are 
doubtful whether the seeking is genuine 
and proceeds from the Spirit of God, we 
must defer our judgment. Often, seek- 
ing does not at once lead to the desired 
result, because in secret some sin is still 
cherished. But sometimes a soul is al- 
ready in possession of that which it is 
seeking, its peace and joy being too fee- 
ble to satisfy it. The appropriation of 
Christ’s merits may therefore exist much 
sooner than the joy which is produced by 
the consciousness of appropriation.” 

Mr. Kérner said —“ Faith is essen- 
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tial to church membership. What is 
faith ?” 

The Chairman —“ According to the 
experience or consciousness of many 
persons, two kinds of faith appear to 
exist. First, the belief that Jesus is 
the Son of God and the Saviour of the 
world. Secondly, the belief that ‘ Christ 
has redeemed me.’ But this is an illu- 
sion. In reality there exists but one 
* faith of regenerate souls. What then is 
the token of regeneration? The answer 
is given 1 John 5: 5,—‘ Whosoever be- 
lieveth that Jesus is the Christ is born 
of God.” 

Mr. Kérner —*“1 cannot believe the 
possessor of salvation to be unconscious 
of its existence.” 

The Chairman—“ Man can exist 
with*a very small degree of conscious- 
ness, yea, even without it. It is the 
same with spiritual life. Let me not, 
however, be understood to underrate the 
importance of assurance. I believe 
Christians who do not possess it should 
make it a subject of earnest prayer. 
Still I consider it less a guarantee for 
the existence of faith, than a godly life. 
Comfortable experiences, however much 
to be prized, must not be trusted to ; — 
they are liable to fluctuations. Our on- 
ly sure, unchanging anchor is the word 
of God. It is those who come to Christ 
that find abundant assurance of accept- 
ance.” 

Letters were read from brethren of 
other denominations, who were prevent- 
ed from attending. ‘ 


Scenery of the Uetliberg. 


On the sixth of September, all the as- 
sembled brethren and many sisters as- 
cended together the Uetliberg, 2792 feet 
high, from whose summit Zurich, with its 
white houses and clear blue lake, are 
seen to great advantage. Here, too, we 
could distinguish the Rigi, Vilatus, and 
many of the notabilities of the Bernese 
Alps;— 
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“ hills over hills, 


A surging scene, and only limited 
By the blue distance.” 


Adoration was in our hearts and on 
our lips, and many a joyful anthem as- 
cended from that temple “ not made with 
hands” to Him “by whom were all 
things created in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones or dominions, or principalities or 
powers; all things were created by Him 
and for Him; and He is before all things, 
and by Him all things consist.” 

The sun had already taken his last 
farewell of the distant mountains, before 
we could find it in our hearts todo the 
same; yet notwithstanding the lateness 
of the hour, under the guidance of our 
Zurich friends, we descended the Uetli- 
berg in safety. 

On Sunday, Sept. 7, my father was 
too unwell to preach. His place was, 
however, well supplied by Mr. Kérner, 
of Stuttgard, and Mr. Kébner. Both 
services were well attended. In the 
evening two believers were baptized by 
Mr. Kérner in the lake of Zurich, after 
which we assembled around the Lord’s 
table. 


The last day of the Conference, 


The closing meeting of the Conference, 
on the following morning, consisted of a 
gathering of brethren of various denom- 
inations for edification and the pro- 
motion of union. This object was fully. 
realized in the cordial, unembarrassed 
discussions that took place. 

In the afternoon of this day a love- 
feast for the last time assembled us all. 
Parting words were spoken by many 
brethren, which proved: that the Con- 
ference had not been “in vain in the 
Lord.” Ample testimony was borne to 
its rednimating, encouraging influence 
on the interest felt by the missionaries 
in their work, to which they felt prepared 
to return with renewed purpose of heart. 

In the blessed assurance of reiinion, if 
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not on earth, yet where parting is un- 
known, the last farewells were at length 
spoken, and we dispersed. 


Sabbath at Mublhouse. 


After one night and morning on the 
Rigi, devoted to sunset and sunrise, and 
a day spent in Roman Catholic Luzerne, 
we again journeyed towards France, 
where my father had promised to spend 
another Sabbath. It was not without a 
pang of regret, that we exchanged the 
pretty chalets and vine-clad mountains 
of Switzerland, for the plain huts and 
poplar trees of France. Muhlhouse es- 
pecially, a dingy town, whose chief ate 
traction is an arcade built by the more 
wealthy citizens of Basle, contrasted un- 
pleasantly with our sunny home at Zu- 
rich. Yet our Sabbath at Muhlhouse is 
among the most pleasing remembrances 
of our journey. A very delightful ser- 
vice in connection with the formation of 
the church was held ; a brother was “ set 
apart” as elder, and two deacons were 
chosen. Several wanderers from the 
fold were also restored, and many other 
matters “set in order.” So great was 
the happiness of the believers here, that 
the day was made to close with an im- 
promptu love-feast. 

From Muhlhouse we travelled into 
Wiirtemberg, and spent pleasant and 
profitable days at Heilbronn, (fountain 
of healing,) so called from the healing 
effects of its waters on Charlemagne. 
Here we have a flourishing church, 
while at Stuttgart the Baptist cause 
has euffered a retrograde movement. 
From Heilbronn my father proceeded 
alone to Frankfort, there to form a 
church, 


Opening of the chapel at Barmen— 
Baptism of Mr. Oncken’s son, 


We met again in Barmen, where on 
Sunday, Sept. 28th, the opening of the 
Baptist chapel took place. It was an 
occasion of great interest. The building 
is in the style of Gothic architecture, 
tasteful and adapted to the wants and 
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circumstances of the church. It accom- 
modates seven hundred persons. Before 
the pulpit, which is on a raised platform, 
is the baptistery,— open, and surround- 
ed by a railing over-crept withivy. The 
pews are likewise open, and the chapel 
contains no “upper seats.” Mr. Kéb- 
ner, my father and Mr. Ringsdorff took 
part in the opening service, at which 
many strangers and civil functionaries 
in officio were present. In the evening 
a second service was equally well attend- 
ed, when Mr. Neviandt, an Independent 
minister, gave an earnest and cordial ad- 
dress. 

After the closing prayer, a baptism 
was to be performed, and the eager, cu- 
rious crowd of spectators pressed for- 
ward to gain a view of the novel scene. 
The baptistery thus surrounded was in 
itself an impressive sight; but among all 
the multitude, my dear father and my- 
self saw only one beloved form. There, 
in the white baptismal robe, stood my 
brother, whom, in answer to many a pa- 
ternal prayer, and to the pleadings “ with 
tears” of a dear, departed mother, Jesus, 
the good Shepherd, has found and 
brought into his fold. A sympathetic 
murmur ran through the assembly as my 
father descended with him into the water, 
and after having immersed him said — 
“ May thy short life in sin, my child, be 
succeeded by a long life of usefulness to 
the glory of God.” 

The following day the chapel was the 
scene of a social gathering, at which 
ministers and Christians of various de- 
nominations were present. On this oc- 
casion, speeches, quartettes, prayer and 
conversation alternated. With perfect 
order and decorum, there was yet a hap- 
py absence of all constraint. The in- 
tercourse we enjoyed with many Chris- 
tians here confirmed their reputation for 
that deep, experimental piety, which is 
in a great measure to be attributed to 
the faithful ministrations of evangelical 
clergymen, (among them both the 
Krummachers,) with which the Wup- 
perthal (valley of the Wupper) has at 
all times been favored. 
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Return to Hamburg. 


Too soon the hours of parting again 
reminded us that we have here “no 
abiding city.” Many friends accompa- 
nied us to the railway station, where final 
words of Christian affection were ex- 
changed. 

In the evening of Oct. 3rd, we once 
more reached Hamburg, after an absence 
of six weeks, during which our cup had 
been made to overflow with goodness 
and mercy. Our most sanguine expect- 
ations have been realized. The won- 
ders of the Almighty as a Creator, and 
as a Saviour, have passed before us, 
causing us to rejoice in the Lord. And, 
should these lines serve to make some 
Christian heart abroad the partaker of 
our joy, and of the labors and trials of 
our missionary brethren, our “ rejoicing” 
will be “ more abundant.” 


--— 


RELATIONS OF MISSIONARIES. 


Among the communications last received 
from Burmah, we find several bearing on the 
above subject. Their contents are eminently 
satisfactory. The object of the writers was 
to remove misapprehensions which they 
learned, from various sources, had currency 
in this country, as to the “tenor and scope” 
of the letter addressed by them to the Execu- 
tive Committee, published in our number for 
August, (p. 831, last vol.) So fur as these 
communications can speak, either for their 
authors or for others associated with them, 
they sustain abundantly, yet without con- 
cert,* the interpretation which we ventured 
to give of the design of the letter at the time 
of its publication. (p. 335.) The design was 
conciliation, “The motive’ was “ honorable 
and kind.” 

But the communications go further than 
this. They give to the terms of the letter, as 
intended by those with whom it originated, an es 
sentially different meaning from that which 
it unfortunately conveyed. It was drawn up 
for the express purpose of superseding the let- 
ter of the seven, to which “ all the rest” of the 


* Our interpretation of the letter had not 
then reached Burmah. 
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missionaries had “refused their signatures; 
and, as understood by the framers of it, was 
“consonant with the tenor and scope of the 
paper on ‘ Relations,’ &c., adopted at Chicago.” 
“ Almost the only modification in the twelve 
articles from old rules and usages, which 
struck my own mind,” says one of the sub- 
scribers, “relates not at all to the power and 
right of the Executive Committee to direct 
our labors, but to a delegation of authority by 
them to the missions to take cognizance of, 
and investigate, moral delinquencies in individ- 
ual missionaries." This and other limitations 
indicated give to the letter, we are free tosay, 
an import materially diverse from that which 
we had ascribed to it. It is not a matter of 
doubt that a majority of the missionaries who 
subscribed the letter, all at least from whom 
we have now heard, are one with the Mission- 
ary Union with respect to their mutual rela- 
tions. 

The preceding remarks are founded on 
communications written, as will be perceived, 
before information could have reached Bur- 
mah of the action of the Executive Commit- 
tee. (p. 379, last vol.) We may have occa- 
sion to refer to them again, when the replies 
to the circular of the Committee shall have 
come to hand. Meanwhile, as confirmatory of 
the representations above given of the views 
intended to be conveyed in the letter of the 
eighteen, at least by some of their number, 
we lay before our readers a review of tho /et- 
ter of the seven, drawn up by Dr. Wade. 


LETTER FLOM DR. WADE. 


Review of ‘‘ The Protest.’’* 


Ina letter dated at Maulmain, Sept. 10, cov- 
ering this review, Dr. Wade writes,—* Since I 


* To enable our readers to appreciate the 
more readily the points made in this review, 
we append acopy of the letter as published 
in“ The Examiner” of May 1. 


To the American Baptist Missionary Union: 

Dear Brethren — Since our relation to you has 
been defined by the Executive otheers, cssential- 
ly different from our previous understanding of 
it, we beg leave to present our own sentiments on 
the subject. 

For the sake of brevity, in considering this 
question, we shall present a few only of the more 
prominent points. We regret exceedingly the 
mooting of this question, as fitted in itsell to en- 
gender strife; for it must partake more or less of 
the question, * Who shull be greatest among us, 
and how shall we rule over one another?” Bet- 
ter, far better, that such a question had never 
arisen, and that all parties had gone on in their 
noble work, without stopping to think of them- 
selves in any other light than that “ One is your 
Master, even Christ, and all ye are brethren.” 
But this peace, and forgetfulness of self, is al- 
ready broken, and it becomes us to meet this 
question in the spirit of brotherly kindness; as, 


whatever forms it may have assumed, or what 
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have subscribed with others a paper which has 
been pronounced to be of the “same tenor 
and scope’ with the Protest of ‘the seven,’ it 
seems due to myself, and will perhaps be 
satisfactory to friends of the Union, to sub- 
mit a review of that Protest which I made 
some weeks ago immediately on its coming 
out in ‘ The Examiner,’ and which I laid aside 
and concluded not to send on seeing in a sub- 
sequent paper a review of it which I thought 
did it good justice. I send it now merely to 
remove the impression that I have any sym- 
pathy with the sentiments of that paper, and 
to show how very different I consider its ‘ ten- 
or and scope’ from that to which my name 
is subscribed.” 


The Protest asks, “ What is the scrip- 
tural organization for sending missiona- 
ries to the heathen?” It answers, “ The 
Church.” 

What does the Protest mean by “ The 
Church?” Does it mean any particular 
church? Or does it mean a combina- 
tion of all the churches? In Catholic 
countries “ The Church” would mean 
the Romish Church. In England it 
would mean the Episcopal Church. 
Can the protest mean either of these ? 
Perhaps it means a combination of all 
Baptist churches. But where is sucha 
combination to be found? The Mission- 
ary Union comes as near it as anything 
existing among Baptists ; — but this can- 


ever determinations may have been made upon 
it, we cannot allow ourselves to suspect that any 
parties are disposed to wrong others. 

This question is capable of being examined 
under two aspects. 

First : — What is the relationship of missiona- 
ries to the body, or bodies, which, under God, 
send them to the heathen? 

Second : — What is the actual and defined rela- 
tionship of missionaries to any particular body 
which sends them to the heathen? 

The first of these questions is settled by the 
Bible, and by the Bible alone. The second is 
settled by the constitution of the sending body, 
and the consent of the men whogo. That is, the 
constitution of a Popish or Episcopal Missionary 
Society would be supposed to require other rela- 
tionships between missionaries and those through 
whom they are sent, than would the constitution 
of a Congregationalist or Baptist Missionary So- 
ciety. In each of these separate organizations, 
the relationships would be different, and their 
several constitutions must be the ultimate au- 
thority in the case. From such constitution 
there can be no appeal, provided there be a mu- 
tual and fair understanding at the outset. But 
we must take it for granted, in the first place, 
that we, as Baptists, do not wish to set the Bible 
aside; that we do not wish to determine the re- 
sponsibilities of the ministers of Christ to the 
heathen, by a constitution which we may have 
made for our organization, or by the ez scripto 
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not be meant, of course, as it is against 
this that the Protest is made. Still I 
ask, if a combination of the churches be 
meant, what else is the Missionary Union 
in its design, and practically, so far as 
the churches can be persuaded to com- 
bine in the great enterprize of sending 
the gospel tothe heathen? The church- 
es are universally invited and urged to 
aid in this work, and, so far as they an- 
swer to the call, they send money, and 
send delegates to act for them in the 
annual meetings. ‘They thus unite in 
choosing men who shall act for them, in 
sending out missionaries and in dispos- 
ing of their contributions, as may, in 
their judgment, best promote the work 
of evangelizing the heathen. At the 
next annual meeting they get a report 
of the doings of these men, and vote 
their own approval or disapproval. 
Here, then, “the church” does send the 
missionaries and direct them, so far as 
“the church” will, and in the only way 
in which “ the church” can, do so; and 
in the scriptural way too, i. e., by dele- 
gating or choosing men to take charge 
of their contributions, and disburse them 
as, in their judgment, would best sub- 
serve the object for which they were 
given. 

The church at Jerusalem, the first 


aly of the officers which this constitution 
elects. 

We shall, therefore, seek in the Scriptures for 
the true relationship of missionaries to those who 
send them out. And then we shall seek, in the 
constitution of the Missionary Union and its offi- 
cial history, the prominent departures, and dan- 
gers of departure, from the Scriptures, in theac- 
tual or defined relationship of missionaries to the 
Union. If it is possible to ascertain from the 
Scriptures the true relationship of missionaries 
to those who send them, then we suppose that 
none of us will hesitate to say,that the nearer we 
can come to it, in practice and in fact, the great- 
er promise we shall have both for success in 
our work and for peace and fellowship in our 
cause. 

What is the Scriptural organization for sending 
missionaries to the heathen? 

We answer, THE CHURCH. For first, the com- 
mand of Christ, to disciple or teach all nations, 
was given to the church; and upon the church 
was imposed the res weve wee fl “even unto the 
end of the world,” of performing this work. To 
say that this command was confined tothe Apos- 
tles and the ministry, would make them alone 
responsible, and make them more important than 
the church, which is the body of Christ. “‘ Who 
is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by 
whom ye believed, even as the Lord gave toevery 
man.” 1 Cor. 8:5. See Eph. 4: 11,13. The 
church, therefore, is the important body on 
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Christian church that we hear of in 
scripture, appointed an Executive Com- 
mittee* to dispose of its funds, Acts 6: 
1-6. A while afterwards we find this 
same church (Acts 11: 22) sending out 
a Deputation. Tidings came to the 
church that some of those who were 
scattered abroad upon the persecution 
that arose about- Stephen, had been 
prefiching in Antioch and had received 
Grecian converts to their fellowship ; 
which seems to have been thought dis- 
orderly; so they sent Barnabas as a 
Deputation to look into the matter. 

I find also in the scriptures that the 
practice of employing agents to collect 
contributions has apostolic sanction, 2 
Cor. 9: 3-5. Whoever studies atten- 
tively the practice of the apostolic 
churches, as indicated in the Acts and 
some of the Epistles, will, I think, dis- 
cover all the organic elements of which 
modern missionary societies are com- 
posed. Those missionaries therefore 
seem morbidly scrupulous, who do not 
“feel safe” in their relations to the Mis- 
sionary Union, “ though its rules may be 
the best which human wisdom can devise.” 

Perhaps, however, the Protest means 


*In this and subsequent instances we 
italicise only as in the original. 


which rests the responsibility, and to which, as 
the body of Christ, are given such servants and 
capabilities as fit it to receive the great commis- 
sion to teach all nations; and in the case of all 
her servants, the question of the Apostle must be 
asked, “ tlow can they preach except they be 

sent?” Rom. 10: 15. 
But practically, was the church the sending 
body? Weanswer, yes. And there was, author- 
itatively, no (other?) exponent of the power of 
the Holy Ghost to send missionaries with the 
gospel to the heathen. Men had the liberty to 
o every where and teach the doctrine of Christ. 
ut if they were sent todo this, it was by the 
church. “Then tidings of these things came 
unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusa- 
lem; and they sent forth Barnabas, that he 
should o as far as Antioch.” Acts 11: 22. 
Now there were in the church (not above and 
independent of it) that was at Antioch, certain 
prophets and teachers;—and ihe Holy Ghost 
sai ee arate me Barnabas and Saul, for the 
work whereunto I have called them.’ Here it 
is certain, that the Holy Ghost regards the 
church as the depositary of the great commis- 
sion, and not Barnabas and Saul, who were 
Apostles. The Holy Ghost had fitted these men 
for the work, but the church must send them. 
And when they had fasted and rayed, they 
laid their hands on them, and sent them away.” 
Acts 18: 4. There is no intermediate power be- 
tween the Holy Ghost and the church; and 
is clearly no intermediate power between 
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by “the church” any individual church. 
Accordingly it adduces two instances to 
prove that “the church” was the “ send- 
ing body,” viz., the church at Jerusalem, 
which sent Barnabas, and the church at 
Antioch, which, it says, sent Barnabas 
and Saul. The church at Jerusalem did 
send Barnabas to Antioch, (Acts 11: 22,) 
but it was rather to inquire into certain 
reports which had come to their ears, 
than to preach. In the other case it 
does not appear that the church had 
anything to do with the matter; Acts 
13: 4. The Holy Ghost said to certain 
teachers and prophets which were in the 
church at Antioch, Separate me Barna- 
bas and Saul, &c. These same prophets 
and teachers, after fasting and praying, 
laid hands on them and sent them away. 
These two instances, therefore, prove 
nothing regarding the question whether 
“the church” is the scriptural organiza- 
tion for sending missionaries to the heath- 
en or not. 

But the Protest uses other arguments 
to establish this dogma; arguments which 
seem to me to have no scripture corrob- 
oration. Speaking of the commission to 
go into all the world and preach the gos- 
pel to every creature, the Protest aflirms, 
“To say that this command was confined 
to the Apostles and the ministry, would 


the church and the missionaries. In the Divine 
arrangement, therefore, the church is the com- 
petent and authorized body to send out men 
with the gospel to the heathen. 

Again: Did the church take cognizance of these 
labors, and the wants of those sent out by her with 
the gospel to the heathen? 

We reply yes, and that no other body attempt- 
ed to dothis, Acts 15: 22,23. See Phil. 4: Ye. 
These and other pasengee of Scripture, too nu- 
merous to be quoted here, will set the entire 
work in a clear light. And the result of all we 
can gather from the New Testament in regard 
to the relationship of missionaries to the bodies 
which sent them, is that they were, in the first 
place, called by the Holy Ghost, and by this di- 
vine agency suggested tothe notice of the church; 
and by the church they were separated, or or- 
dained, and sent forth to the work. And that 
while these men were in the field, they were re- 
membered and cared for by the churches. The 
missionaries were, therefore, the messengers of 
the churches, and as such their responsibilities 
could not be intercepted or diverted, by any 
body coming between them and the churches. 

Whether this method of sending and sustain- 
ing missionaries among the heathen is the wisest 
or not, we have no other means of determining, 
than that it was the method chosen by the Ho- 
ly Ghost. To say that it is not the wisest, is to 
place our own wisdom in opposition to the wis- 
dom of God. 

It may be said, as an objection, that this meth- 
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f make them alone responsible, and make 


them more important than the church, 
which is the body of Christ.” What 
then? Why, it follows “ There is clear- 
ly no intermediate power between the 
church and the missionaries;” the 
church is “the sending body.” 

I ask, then, who sent the brethren to 
Corinth, 2 Cor. 9: 3, 12: 18, 8: 18, 22: 
1 Cor. 4: 17? Tychicus to Ephesus, 
Eph. 6: 21,22? Epaphroditus to Phi- 
lippi, Phil. 2: 28? Timotheus to Thes- 
salonica, 1 Thes. 3: 2,5? Who direct- 
ed Timothy to remain at Ephesus to 
warn and instruct certain teachers, 1 
Tim. 1: 3,4? Who stationed Titus in 
Crete, to set in order certain things and 
ordain elders in every church, Tit. 1: 4? 
Who sent Peter and John to Samaria, 
Acts 8: 14? 

Let us look again at the first command 
of Christ to teach all nations, which, it is 
argued, was imposed on the church and 
not confined to the ministry. That com- 
mand was to go; not to send. All the 
evidence from scripture goes to show it 
was imposed on the ministry ; that it was 
also imposed on the church, is inference 
only. The application of Paul's question, 
How can they preach except they be 
sent, (Rom. 10: 15,) as proof that “ the 
church” must send ministers before they 


od gives too much liberty to men sent to distant 
rts of the world. But is it wise to have fears 
or the ark of God, beyond what is written? 
Shall we stretch forth our hands to steady and 
coutrol what God himself chooses to direct and 
control, that He may have the honor of conduct- 
ing his seemingly unsteady ark to the place of its 
glory and its rest? But aside from direct faith 
n the power and wisdom of God to carry for- 
ward his own work, by whomsoever he will, we 
may see by actual observation, whether this 
method of large liberty and general confidence 
given to men sent out, has in every case, partic- 
ularly, reached or even approached the result of 
our fears. Compare the success of men sent out 
by the church at first, with the success of those 
sent out and controlled by our best constituted or- 
ganizations. Then, again, compare the success 
of those men sent out by our most liberty-giving 
organizations with the success of those sent out 
by our most liberty-restricting organizations. 
Who does not tay, in the light of past history, 
that *‘ where there is liberty, there the Spirit of 
the Lord is?” Ask of such men as the martyr 
of Erromanga. the apostle of Polynesia. Could 
his spirit, by Auman rule, be pent up within the 
limits of a simple island? When he heard a 
Macedonian cry, would he send for orders six- 
teen thousand miles distant? Wise men at home 
had formed plans, and set limits to the field of 
his labors; but God confounded the wisdom of 
the wise by d sending his chosen servant from 
island to island, and even to islands (being driy- 


can preach, does not hold good in the 
cases of Paul, Timothy, Titus, and oth- 
ers mentioned in the New Testament. 
The apostolic teaching does insist on the 
duty of churches to support ministers, 
but not tosend them. Their commission 
to preach is not from “the church,” but 
from the J/ead of the church. The 
original commission was given to the 
apostles, or to the ministry ; and Itind 
no subsequent transfer of it to “the 
church.” The duty assigned to the 
church is to support the ministry in the 
work of evangelizing the world. The 
divine arrangement, if I read the scrip- 
tures correctly, recognizes the ministry 
as overseers of the flock, Acts 20: 28. 1 
Tim. 3:5; and as rulers in the church, 
1 Tim. 5:17. Heb. 13:7. See also 1 
Peter 5:1, and 2; Tit. 2:15. But the 
language and arguments of the Protest 
make it the business of the flock to over- 
see the shepherd ; and of the church to 
rule those who have the rule over them. 

It may be well to inquire more partic- 
ularly into the nature and causes of the 
dissatisfaction which the authors of the 
Protest have with the Missionary Union. 
Do they really think this organization 
objectionable, and their relation to it un- 
safe, “ though its rules may be the best 
which human wisdom can devise,” be- 


en by contrary winds out of his way) where no 
wisdom or forethought of man could have di- 
rected him. Can success be expected in the 
cramped and feeble efforts of the mere formalist? 
Can a man, bound hand and foot by the exac- 
tion of a mere routine, sweep through a moral 
desert, and turn the world upside down? Let 
the love and the grace of God work in the deep 
fountains of the soul, and gush forth in large 
and ceaseless efforts for the lost and perishing, 
it is well; but let it flow out in any place be- 
yond prescribed rules, and so far it is an offense, 
and must be condemned. The success of those 
who are slaves to routine can bear no comparison 
to the success of men whose inward power is the 
calling of God; and the limit of whose action is 
the love of Christ which constraineth them. 

Let us now seek, since this question has been 
forced upon us, in the constitution of the Mis- 
sionary Union and in its official history, the 
chief points of departure, or dangers of depart- 
ure, from the true Scriptural standard, in the 
actual or defined relationship of missionaries to 
the Missionary Union. 

We must take it to bea point readily conceded 
by all, that if there is a necessity for introducing 
a separate organization, the less such an organ- 
ization can intercept the relationship between 
the church and her missionaries, the better. 
If a separate body comes in and stands between 
the church and the men through whom. by the 
commission of Christ, she should preach the 
gospel to the heathen, so that the church can 
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cause it is not a“ scripturally authorized 
body ” to send missionaries to the heath- 
en? Tow long have they thought 
so? Some of them, as the Protest says, 
“are no longer novitiates, they have 
grown gray in this service.” Probably, 
then, some years have elapsed since they 
discovered that the Missionary Union is 
“a human organization.” Why, then, 
have they continued their relation to it 
until they have “grown gray in its ser- 
vice?” Why have they not long ago 
transferred themselves to some organiza- 
tion that is not “human?” from this 
“moneyed corporation ” to some unmon- 
eyed body? ‘They “are taught,” they 
say, “ by this relationship, to regard them- 
selves as mere hirelings.” What consid- 
eration, then, can have induced them to 
hold on to the Missionary Union so long ? 
What, but that of support? Do I wrong 
them in saying this? Look at the fourth 
section of the Protest. They say, “ We 
are threatened by resolutions, gravely 
passed, to be deprived of our support, or 
recalled from our field of labor, without 
notice, if we leave one district and go to 
another without permission.” “In a 
foreign land, in the midst of the heathen, 


have no further cognizance of these men —then, 
clearly, one of the great duties, and one of the 
most elevated places of responsibility, is taken 
from the church; and instead of acting as the 
spouse of Christ, she holds merely the place of a 
servant of the intervening body, and must be 
exhorted, cajoled, and rebuked, to do, as a ser- 
vant * who knoweth not what his Lord doeth,” 
the biddings of her master. And what marvel, 
if such intervening body shall find it difficult to 
seenee obedience, or force the submission of the 
church? 

Whatever may be the relationship indicated b 
the constitution of the Missionary Union, it is 
certain that a point has been reached in its official 
history, where its executive officers peremptorily 
claim the missionaries as their employees, and in 
no higher sense than a cultivator of the soil con- 
siders his hired laborers to be his employees; or, 
in other words, the relationship of the missiona- 
ries of the Union to the executive authority is 
officially defined to be that of ‘employer and the 
employed.” 

Not to make invidious or unkind allusions to 
the steps by which this point of history has been 
reached, we must be allowed to say, that we feel 
ourselves injured, and that we earnestly protest 
against the relationship as so defined; for the 
following reasons: 

1. This relationship is imposed upon us with- 
out our consent. When called to to the hea- 
then as the ambassadors of Christ, we did not 
think of the meshes of a net. Even, therefore, 
if there may be the shadow of this net in the 
constitution of the Union, and if even this net 
itself may have been somewhat uncovered and 
thrust forward in the official instructions given 
to some of us, on the eve of our departure for a 
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so far from our friends, and enfeebled 
by a depressing climate, the idea of sup- 
port will have some influence, and the 
combined penalty of excommunication and 
want may exert no small influence on 
our minds.” “Do not, brethren, seek to 
degrade us by debasing and corrupting 
our motives.” “ With appeals to our 
fears and whatever is sordid in human 
nature, do you expect us to emulate the 
example of those who counted not their 
lives dear unto them, in preaching sal- 
vation to the perishing heathen ?” 

Support, then, is some consideration 
with them in holding on to “a moneyed 
corporation.” Very well; who would 
blame or despise them for that? Why 
do they despise themselves on account 
of this connection? The God of mis- 
sions said, and that too in reference to 
those whom he sent to preach, “ The 
laborer is worthy of his hire.” The 
marvel is that they attempt to (ill the 
“ goose that lays the golden egg,” because, 
forsooth, she will lay in her own nest, and 
not follow them here and there, all over 
heathendom, to drop her egg just by 
their tent door. 

In the extract above quoted the Pro- 


distant field, yet like the unwary bird, we per- 
ceived it not. We are, theretore, taken and cast 
down from our high relationship to Christ and 
the church, which we were so fondly cherishing 
in our hearts, and have become the bond-servants 
of another. But believing this has been done 
through mistaken and partial ideas on the part 
of our brethren, and that though this definition 
has been imposed upon us without our consent, 
and without the — of timely resistance 
on our part, yet that, after all, we may be heard 
—we shall continue to sta’e a few of the difficul- 
ties and absurdities of this position. We trus' 
too, that our brethren will bear with us, or a 
least, inflict as blows upon us asa sense of 
— position will allow, while we speak for our- 
selves, 

2. It conflicts with the commission of Christ 
to his church. And though its rules may be the 
best which human wisdom can devise, still we 
feel ourselves bound to object, as we feel our- 
selves safe only as we are acting in harmony 
with the principles of this great commission. 
The organization which claims this relationship 
to the ministry, says clearly to the church, 
“Stand aside, you cannot be known in this 
work.’ Now if the work, from which the 
church is thus thrust aside, was not the work to 
which Christ has commissioned her, then, dear 
brethren, we would listen to you when you speak 
of other corporations disciplining and setting 
aside their novitiates and dependents, (such as 
colleges and education socicties,) suggesting that 
your missionaries should be similarly treated. 
In this, however, you will allow us to euggest, 
that you have reached your hand too high. 
Some of us, at least, are no longer novitiates; for 
we have grown gray in thisservice, and may not 
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test says, ““ We are threatened, by reso- 
lutions gravely passed, to be deprived of 
support ” —“ if we leave one district and 
go to another without permission.” Is 
this charge well founded? I am not 
aware that an instance has ever occurred 
in which any missionary, acting with 
the advice and concurrence of the mem- 
bers of his own mission, has been de- 
prived of support or recalled, or threat- 
ened with these consequences, for leav- 
ing one district and going to another 
without permission from the executive 
officers of the Union. But I am aware 
of many instances of such changes, made 
with the advice and concurrence of the 


unreasonably claim to understand the doctrine 
of this commission, equally with our brethren. 
The church of Christ must not be thrust into the 
background. The authority of Christ must not 
be assumed by a corporation in such a sense as 
to compel the church to disfranchise herself in 
order to engage in the work. 

8. This relationship must be false, because it 
places the whole direction and control of the 
messengers of Christ to the heathen in the hands 
of a human organization, and in the hands of 
men who, from the circumstances of the case, 
may be likely to misdirect them. Prov ded the 
executive officers are the best of men, and sound 
in the Christian faith, (a fact which may not 
always be,) and dealing only with the best of 
men, such executive ofhcers, particularly when 
they are at the same time legislative officers. 
must be thinking of different schemes and plans 
of work; and these plans, however important 
they may be regarded, are all formed on the ba- 
sis of the authors’ own defective information; 
and hence, as new facts reach them by every new 
arrival, they must prove fluctuating and unset- 
tled, like the waves which separate the authors 
from the places and the people whom they wish 
to affect. And regarding our own history, we 
cannot pretend to have escaped the effects of 
such fluctuations and inconsistencies, Still these 
plans of mission work must be hedged about 
with rules and enactments; and these rules must 
become law; so that he who meets them, meets 
the edge of a knife, and is liable, without a single 
note of warning, to be cut off. 

4. The ministers of Christ to the heathen are 
taught by this relationship to regard themselves 
as mere hirelings, in the pay of a moneyed cor- 
poration; and as such, they are to execute cer 
tain prescribed plans of fabor, from which no 
deviation can be tolerated, on the pain of censure 
and the stoppage of their pay. e fear for our 
motives in the midst of such temptations. Obse- 
quiousness and unconditional submission will, 
no doubt, make a smooth path for us, and re- 
lieve us of much of the responsibility we must 
otherwise feel to Christ and his cause. To rise 
above all such debasing influences, is our earnest 


prayer. 
We are threatened, by resolutions! gravely 
, to be deprived of our support, or recalled 
m our field of labor, without notice, if we 
leave one district and go to another without =: 
mission. But these, and much more than these 
threats, are yormeny consonant with the relation- 
ship which is claimed over us. Bring this fea- 
ture of the subject to your own minds. Ina for- 
eign land, in the midst of the heathen; so far 
from our friends, and enfeebled by a depressing 
climate, the idea of support will have some influ- 
ence; and the combined penalty of excommuni- 
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mission concerned, which were sanction- 
ed and confirmed by the executive offi- 
cers, without demur, as soon as informed 
of such change with the reasons there- 
for. Those who have been threatened 
with loss of support for leaving one sta- 
tion and going to another, have acted in 
defiance of the advice and concurrence 
of their own mission, as well as of the 
authority of the executive officers ; those, 
indeed, who seemed impatient of any kind 
of restraint; disregarding the apostolic 
command to “ be subject one to another.” 
Such will not submit to any control from 
the Missionary Union, or from their 
missionary brethren ; and as the church, 


cation and want may exert no small influence 
on our minds. Do not, brethren, seek to de- 
grade us by debasing and corrupting our mo- 
tives. As hirelings, as the messengers of men, do 
you expect us to be ministers of Jesus Christ? 
With such imperative appeals to the lowest mo- 
tives of our nature, do you expect us to be moved 
by the spirit of apostles?’ With appeals to our 
fears, and whatever is sordid in human nature, 
do you expect us to emulate the example of those 
who * counted not their lives dear unto them,” 
in preaching salvation to the perishing heathen? 

4 In examining the constitution of the Mis- 
sionary Union, we can find no such relation in- 
dicated. It is nowhere said in the constitution, 
that a missionary is an agent of a moneyed or 
human corporation. It is nowhere said in that 
instrument, that the relation is that of employer 
and employed. And we have the charity to 
lieve, that if this had been boldly said, a far less 
number of missionaries would have entered the 
field. Who would, regarding himself as a minis- 
ter of Christ, bring to this distant tield of labor 
such a message as that which is found both in 
the language and spirit of those claiming this re- 
lationship over us? “ We send you out, and 
you must obey us; where we tell you to be 
there you must be; what we tell you to do, that 
you must do; you are expected to carry out our 
plans, and obey our rules; if you disobey, you 
must be recalled, and your pay stopped, even to 
the last man in the tield.””,. Would any one, with 
the vows of God upon him, knowingly bring to 
Burmah such language as his guide and the limit 
of his responsibility? And yet you cannot shrink 
from holding such language, when you claim to 
have all the power of a moneyed or government- 
al corporation over us. 

6. We think there is a more excellent way. 
To us, the attempt of the Executive Committee 
to interfere with the details of our work, seems 
even more incongruous than would an attempt 
on our part to interfere and give direction in re- 
gard to the home work, by as much as they have 
no experience, and hence can form no independ- 
ent judgment in regard to our work. We ac- 
knowledge that we must have rules by which 
our mutual conduct should be guided; and a 
suitable relationship should be defined, when 
circumstances demand it. But we do not believe 
that these rules should govern us as mere pupils 
or servants; or that we should be regarded as 
the agents of a human policy, employed to carry 
out certain plans defined by a human corporation 
sixteen thousand miles distant. If we have in 
us the life and liberty of the sons of God and the 
ministers of Jesus Christ, such rules and fixed 
action would often be extremely inconvenient or 
impracticable. We think, therefore, it would be 
wise to eoncede to us, as a body, if not individu- 
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with which they hold membership, is on 
the other side of the globe, that, of course, 
cannot exercise any disciplinary power 
over them. This is certainly an extra- 
ordinary degree of “liberty.” Whether 
it is that kind of liberty which will “ se- 
cure the success of men sent out by the 
church at first,” may very reasonably be 
doubted by any one who knows the 
causes of the present anarchy and dis- 
tress that prevail in the Asiatic missions. 
Converts, it is true, have been multi- 
plied, but of late it has been chiefly 
through the instrumentality of native 
preachers, who have not yet attained to 
this kind and degree of liberty. 


ally, a higher position and more sacred responsi- 
bilities than those of “employees” and hirelings. 
We are certain we never can acquiesce in such a 
relationship. Some of us may be able to see the 
matter in such a light, as not to feel thata mo 
hand guid s us, and that a wrong power chal- 
lenges our allegiance. Others of us will not be 
able to see things in this light, and will continu- 
ally feel that they Owe their allegiance to an- 
other, even Christ and his church. 

We do not think it would be too much for a 
missionary organization in connection with our 
church policy as Baptists, to concede to us an 
equal voice, in the details of our missionary 
work, with our brethren at home. We might 
claim the right to say, that we think it would be 
wise, if all rules of missionary work, so far as 
our own immediate fields are concerned, were 
left much to the united voice of the missionaries 
themselves. However humbly we may look 
upon ourselves, we must confess that we feel 

uite as well qualified to adopt the best rules for 
the peculiarities of our work, and the field we 
occupy, as our brethren at home are to make 
rules tor us. It is not boasting, to say that we 
are not in a state of pupilage, nor are we under 
*toskmasters and governors.’ Weare men and 
ministers of Christ; and God forbid that we 
should ever come down from this exalted posi- 
tion, or forfeit our title to this relationship. 

To use the language of invective, is as much 
beneath our feelings and our motives, as would 
be the voluntary disfranchisement of ourselves 
from our position as ministers of Christ, and 
the submitting of our necks to a human yoke 
in the place where “we — to obey God 
rather than man.” We speak as to our breth- 
ren, our equals, whose position has not placed 
them over us, but with us and of us. Below 
such relationship we cannot godown. An offi- 
cial and forcible attempt to define for us any 
other or lower relationship, will prove 
abortive. And we most sincerely hope, for the 
peace of Zion, for the prosperity of our mis- 
sions, for the salvation of these perishing mil- 
lions around us, that our brethren will recipro- 
cate our sentiments of union and equality, with 
a ag! no less generous, open, and frank. 

. Allow us, dear brethren, to say that we do 
not regard ourselves as the employees of the ex- 
ecutive power of the Missionary Union; but we 
pe ote ourselves as having an important share 
of that executive power, and of that responsi- 
bility which Christ has devolved upon his 
church, in the commission to preach the gospel 
to every creature. In this sentiment we believe 
we have the sympathy of a large majority of 
our brethren; and that a policy inconsistent 
with the noble principle of our Christian broth- 
erhood, will soon be shaken from our hands, as 
the web of the spider gathered upon us in a mo- 
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Iam happy to believe there are not 
more than two of the missionaries, aside 
from the seven authors of the Protest, 
who claim, or, would consent, to any such 
“liberty.” And the supporters of mis- 
sions at home have very good reason to 
believe the same, from the fact that 
all the rest refused their signatures to that 


paper. 

Look now at the matter complained of 
in the Protest, from a new point of ob- 
servation. The good people in distant 
America might very naturally conclude, 
from the “ tenor and scope” of the Pro- 
test, that the authors have a most con- 
scientious attachment to “scriptural au- 


ment of darkness, and that we shall not be 
drawn into the vortex of Episcopacy and the 
centralization of a hierarchical power. To those 
persons attached to Church and State govern- 
ments, it is a wonder that the voluntary princi- 
ple of ae missions and the ministry of 
the gospel should succeed, and hence it is never 
relied upon. The most minute rules are resorted 
to, to enforce a revenue by taxation, and this 
shows that the true spirit of Christianity is 
wanting. So it will be with us, when the spirit 
of faith in Christ becomes so feeble in friends of 
missions, that they cannot believe missionaries 
to be actuated by any higher motives than sub- 
mission to human authority or the considera- 
tions of pay. The result will be that “stringent 
rules and trammels *’ will be the only constrain- 
ing power. 

§ Should it still be urged that this definition, 
as given by the executive officers, of our rela- 
tionship, is authorized by the constitution of the 
Missionary Union, we shall feel it incumbent on 
us to ask for such amendments to the consti- 
tution as will secure to us a relationship to the 
churches more in accordance with the Scri 
tures and our character as ministers of Chr 
tothe heathen. Nor can we altogether repress 
the thought that God ae have sent such con- 
fusion into our counsels that his people have 
withheld their offerings from his treasury, till we 
are straitened on every side, in order that our at- 
tention may be turned to the great dishonor done 
to his church by an organization that seeks to 
remove its missionaries from the high and noble 
position assigned them by Christ, as his ambas- 
sadors and responsible alone to Him and to his 
church for the fulfillment of their high trust, 
and would make them merely its own employ- 
ees, thus taking from them their character as 
ambassadors of Christ, and making them the 
servants of another. 

In view of this state of things, would it not 
clearly seem to be our duty to follow the lead- 
ings of Divine Providence, and so 
reconstruct our organization as to make it har- 
monize with the Scriptures, and secure to us as 
missionaries our true position, as the represent- 
atives of the churches, sent by them as the am- 
bassadors of Christ to the heathen. 

In conclusion, you will allow us, dear breth- 
ren, to assure you that we can never be satisfied 
with anything short of an explicit recognition 
of this divine relationship which we sustain to 
Christ and his church. 


Signed E. B. Cross. 
— ALLEN, Tavoy. 
. H. Vinton 
L. Brayton, } Rangoon. 


D. 
Harris, Shwaygyeen. 
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thority,” —a “scriptural organization,” 
— “apostolic usage,” — “ Baptist princi- 
ples,” — “ equal rights,” —“ Christian lib- 
erty,” — &c. &e., and that they protest 
against the “ Missionary Union ” because 
they Lelieve it opposed to all these. But 
we cannot always determine what men 
feel and think, by what they say. He 
who perfectly understood what is in 
man, said, “ Beware,—by their fruits 
ye shall know them.” We must observe 
what men do, as well as hear what they 
say. I know, and testify, that the prin- 
ciples on which these same missionaries, 
and others, “instruct and direct” the 
native ministry, are precisely the same in 
kind as those on which the Executive 
Committee “instruct and direct” their 
missionaries, and more stringent in degree. 
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of the spider, gathered upon them ina 
moment of darkness; and that they shall 
not be drawn into the vortex of Episcopa- 
cy, and the centralization of a hierarchical 
power.” These same men, however, send 
out native ministers to preach without 
consulting their own missionary associ- 
ates ;— they hold those whom they thus 
send in the relation of “ employees ;"” — 
they fix their salaries ; direct them where 
to labor, — what kind of labor to per- 
form, as preaching, teaching school, or 
both ; — and dismiss them for unfaithful- 
ness or sin. Did it ever once occur to 
the authors of the Protest, that, in so do- 
ing, they were drawing towards the vor- 
tex of Episcopacy, and the centralization 
of a hierarchical power? Did it ever once 
occur to them that the native preacher 


i A small number of the native preach- might feel himself degraded by this rela- 
Mt ers, within the past four or five years, | tion to the foreign missionary? Did it 
4 have been sent forth and supported by | ever occur to them that it would not be 
i the Home Mission societies among the | too much to concede to the native preach- 
4 native churches; but all the native min-| ¢” in their employ, an equal voice with 
: isters paid by the missionaries from the | themselves as to what he should do, and 
i funds of the mission treasury, for forty | where he should labor, &c. &c.? They, 
i years, have been employed or dismissed, | too, “are men” and “ ministers of Christ.” 


their salaries fixed, their kind and fields 
of labor designated, without consulting 
with “the church,” which the Protest 
declares to be “ the sending body,” “ the 
scriptural organization” for sending the 
gospel to the heathen. 


Some of rnEM “are no longer novitiates.” 
They, too, “ have grown gray in this ser- 
vice.” 

To be sure, there is a great difference 
between the foreign missionary and the 
native minister in regard to education 


and general knowledge; but they are 
men, and ministers of Christ; and the 
scriptures make no invidious distinctions 
in favor of the wise and noble. “ All ye 
are brethren.” 

In conclusion, it strikes me that the 
complaints of the Protest against the 
Missionary Union come with an ill grace 
from those who act on the same princi- 
ples in their relation to the native min- ; 
istry, that the Union does in its relations : 


I by no means condemn this practice 
of the missionaries; it arises out of the 
necessities of the case. Men who re- 
ceive compensation for their work, or 
who receive “simply the means of en- 
i abling them to devote themselves to their 
work,” must needs be responsible to those 
i} who support them. If the missionaries 
if pay the native preachers, they must take | 

' cognizance of their labors; if “ the 
of church” pays them, then let the church 


4 direct their work ; not otherwise. to the missionaries in their employ. 
dl . When the authors of the Protest con- 
WW template the relation of missionaries to 
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i the Union in the light of “ employers and 


employed,” they are anxious that “a pol- 
icy, inconsistent with the noble principle 
of their Christian brotherhood, may soon 
be shaken from their hands, as the web 


The Rev. James N. Granger, D. D., 
pastor of the first Baptist Church in 
Providence, R. I., departed this life on 
Monday, January 5th, aged forty-two 
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years. The Executive Cemmittee, to 
whom at their next convening the sud- 
den tidings were communicated, adopt- 
ed the subjoined resolutions, to be’ placed 
on record and to be transmitted to the 
church and the family of the deceased. 
They also deputed two of their members 
to attend the obsequies of our late fel- 
low-laborer and brother. 
Resolutions. 


“ Resolved, That this Committee have 
heard of the death of the Rev. James N. 
Granger, D. D., one of the members of 
their Deputation to the seats of our mis- 
sions, with deep emotion, not only in 
view of his fidelity in that arduous and 
perilous service, but of his high personal 
worth, and of his value as a minister of 
Christ in the sphere which he has filled 
in our own land. 

“ Resolved, That we convey to his 
widow and family the assurance of our 
deep sympathy ; and that we will testify 
our regard for our departed fellow-ser- 
vant and brother by the attendance of 
some one of our number on his obse- 
quies. 

“ Resolved, That we embrace this sad 
occasion to express our deep sense of 
the sacrifice which the church, of which 
he was pastor, made in surrendering him 
to the claims of the missionary cause ; 
by which he was withdrawn from among 
them for so long a period ; and that we 
sympathize with them in this bereave- 
ment which has terminated his labors 
among them.” 


In one of the above resolutions refer- 
ence is had to Dr. Granger's “ fidelity in 
an arduousand perilous service.” What 
estimate was put by the Committee on 
the character and results of that service, 
earlier records, made while he was yet 
among us, had sufliciently indicated. To 
thes» expressions of respectful and affec- 
tionate remembrance we desire to ap- 
pend briefly one or two remarks of our 
own. Ilaving been associated with Mr. 
Granger in the service alluded to, we 
are able to speak of some particulars of 
which none other, save the All-seeing, 
has been equally cognizant. Some, at 
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least, of these things ought to be known 
and come abroad. And when can they 
be uttered more fitly, prior to the last 
audit, than while we stand uncovered 
before the opened tomb ? 

1. The “service” proffered to Mr. 
Granger, as member of the Deputation 
to Eastern Missions, was not one of his 
own seeking. It came unsought; and 
was accepted by him from a conviction 
of personal duty, and because he was 
animated by a spirit kindred with that 
which leads forth the missionary. The 
nature and objects of the appointment, 
as then conceived, had been laid before 
him. Their importance and the hope- 
fulness of their accomplishment he had 
readily apprehended, prepared to ap- 
preciate them as few could, not directly 
conversant with the adminis’rative de- 
tai!s of missions, —and it was not in his 
nature to reluctate. With characteristic 
promptitude he gave himself up to this 
ministry; and regardless of personal 
ends, without wavering of purpose and 
without repentance, though in the abid- 
ing consciousness of his self-sacrifice, he 
wrought in the service laboriously, ex- 
clusively, till it was done. 

2. For the service proposed, Mr. 
Granger in some important respects was 
preéminently fitted. His knowledge of 
Christian missions, our own especially, 
both in their principles and practical 
working, was understood to be extensive 
and searching; but this was not the sole 
nor the leading motive that led to his 
nomination. <A prime consideration was 
the relations which he was known to 
have sustained to some of our brethren 
in Burmah — relations of mutual respect 
and confidence — holding out to him, if 
he were sent, an assured promise of en- 
dearing Christian intercourse with those 
brethren, and, by consequence, a full 
measure of moral power to allay, to win, 
to heal. This qualification was felt to be 
paramount. To one, at least, there was 


a heavy foreshadowing of the evils to be 
overcone; and it was of deliberate pur- 
pose, that he sought the aid of one whose 
confessed friendliness, whose unflinching 
adherence, we might say almost vehe- 
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ment advocacy, continuing to the day of 
their last embarkation for Burmah, had 
seemed to have pledged to him, as it had 
clearly entitled him to, their unfaltering 
confidence and regard. As has been 
said more than once, on divers occasions, 
the Deputation in its inception was a 
mission of peace. Why it failed to re- 
sult so in some to be lamented particu- 
lars, we do not here seek to intimate. 
Enough that such was the plan. Mr. 
Granger was selected as a known friend 
of certain missionaries; and as such he 
was manifestly held to be by them, till 
in the course of painful developments all 
“was changed. 

Connected with the above considera- 
tion, was asecond motive. In times that 
had tried men’s souls, Mr. Granger had 
been found to possess a soul of honor. 
The most sacred earthly interests, life, 
character, usefulness, could be safely en- 
trusted to his hands. Truth was his pole 
star. He did not fear to look at truth, 
even when it confronted him. Nor fear- 
ed he to utter truth. How nobly did he 
honor the confidence we reposed in him ! 

8. We desire to give testimony to the 
temper of heart with which our late hon- 
ored associate fulfilled his service. His 
bearing towards his colleague was habit- 
ually respectful, magnanimous and kind. 
In general intercourse he was ever gen- 
tlemanly and courteous. To all appeals 
to his Christian or natural sympathies, 
his heart gave instant answer. More 
especially was his eye single, and his 
heart pure “ from an evil conscience,” in 
whatever concerned the missionaries and 
the missions. The errand on which the 
Deputation was sent, was partly one of 
inquiry. Some of the investigations 
were to be personal, others had reference 
more direct toevangelization. In enter- 
ing upon and conducting those which 
were personal, we were aware of no in- 
trusion into the heart of our brother, of 
aught that savored of unkindness, much 
less of vindictiveness, or the reckless de- 
sire of victory. There was no betrayal 
of a partizan spirit; self seemed to be 
unknown; the single aim was to educe 
light—to vindicate the right and ex- 
pose the wrong—and so to save the 


Granger. {February, 
missions. On questions of evangeliza- 
tion Mr. Granger’s first, constant, stren- 
uous endeavor, with all boldness but not 
in uncharitableness, was to honor the 
Great Commission. On this topic there 
is very much that we could say. Dr. 
Granger has been grievously miscon- 
strued. We who through all the period 
of his service had most free opportunity 
to look into his inmost heart, know and 
do testify to the honor which he was ev- 
er disposed to award to Christian men 
and Christian missionaries in India and 
Burmah, while he also felt constrained 
to avow, in all simplicity and frankness, 
his utter disesteem of certain features of 
their missionary policy. 

4. For the doings of the Deputation 
its members were of course jointly re- 
sponsible. In matters of personal con- 
cern, there was not alone concurrent ac- 
tion; there was concert. With regard 
to methods of evangelization there was 
more individuality — separateness — of 
action, though not divergency. On his 
earliest arrival in India, Mr. Granger 
seemed to catch as by intuition the main 
bearings of the points in question; with 
his colleague there was more slowness of 
movement —a holding back—not in 
the way of contradiction, but of explana- 
tion and abatement. It was only after 
the Deputation had landed in Burmah, 
and when breasting the tendencies there 
too manifestly set in the same direction, 
it was not till they saw there, not indeed 
“the full corn,” but the springing 
“blade,” that the Deputation became 
distinctly aware that in their results they 
were essentially one. To Mr. Granger, 
the writer has cause to think, this coin- 
cidence of views, which first manifested 
itself during the debates in the Maul- 
main Convention, was almost a surprise. 
Let no one mistake these revelations as 
an attempt to shift responsibility. The 
day will come, if it has not already, when 
to have been foremost in justly appreci- 
ating the prime method of evangeliza- 
tion, according to the pattern showed in 
the mount, will not be accounted by any 
one to one’s dispraise. 

But we cannot prolong this course of 
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thought. In part that we have already 
written, we have put upon ourselves 
stern constraint. We are bereaved. 
“Lover and friend hast thou put far 
from me, and mine acquaintance into 
darkness.” But we dare not, will not, 
murmur. It is God who hath done this; 
and we are still. 
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Briggs L. M., 100; Ist ch., of wh. 
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Rey. O. D., agent, 28.00 
New York Asso., Middletown, ch. 

25.73; Port Jervis, ch. 30.85; 

Miss Emma Grennell’s infant 

class 2; Greenport.ch. 3; Brook- 

lyn, Central ch, 100; a friend 10; 

per Rev. O D., agent, 171.58 
Washington Union Asso., Hart- 

ford, ch., per Rev. O. D., agent, 6,00 
Broome and Tioga Asso., Maine 

ch. 13.50; Mrs, Lewis Gates 2.50; 

Whitney's Point, ch. 12; per 

Rev. D , agent, 28.00 
Essex and Champlain Asso., Mrs. 

Susannah Blake, with other do- 

nas. to cons. Mrs. J. E. Ches- 

shire, L. M., per Rey. O. D., 

agent, 31.00 
Hudson River So. Asso., Pough- 

keep-ie, Central ch., per Rev. O. 


D.. agent, 87.25 
Dutchess Asso., Poughkeepsie, 1st 
ch., per Rey. O. D., agent, 24.15 


New Jersey. 


Newark, 5th ch. 10.00 
West N. J. Asso., Cohansey, Ist 

ch. 18.84; Canton, ch. 3.51; per 

Rey. 8. M. Osgood, agent, 


Pennsylvania. 


South Auburn, Stephen King 2.00 
Northumberland Asso., Lewis- 
burg, ch., of wh 120 is fr. Sab. 


.. Philadelphia, 
2nd ch.. Mrs. H. B. Rowlings 1; 
38d ch. 15.75; 4th ch., in part, 
125; Spring Garden, ch. 36.17; 
Glen Run, ch. 12.30; Falls of 
Schuylkill, ch., Sab, Sch. 7,50; 
per Key. 8. M. O., agent, 197.72 


Ohio. 


Huron, Z. Montague 2; Plymouth, 
Calista Robins 75 cts.; Cleve- 
land. 3d ch., Wm. Tompkins 
tr., mon. con. 29; 


Indiana. 


Wabash, Rev. H. C. Skinner 2.00 

Elkhart River Asso., Columbia 
city. ch. 3; col. 25 cts ; per Rev. 

A. 5S. Ames, agent, 

Huntington Asso., Roancke, ch. 
4.20; Ft. Wayne, ch. 7.50; 
Huntington, ch. 3.70; Wabash, 
ch. 3.12; per Rev. A. 8. A., 


agent, 18.52 
Friendship Asso., an. coll., per 
Rey. A. S. A., agent, 23.00 


Grand River Asso., per Rev. A. 
5S. A., agent, 20,00 


Donations. 


Ti anoe Asso., Covington, ch. 
: Bethel, ch. 12; Delphi, ch. 
7.23; Crawfordsville, ch. 14.25; 
. A. 8. A., agent, 
esaw Asso., Miami, ch., per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, ; 5.86 
Judson Asso., Camden, ch., per 
Rev. A. S. A., agent, 5.00 
Northern Ind. Asso., South Bend, 
ch., per Rey. A. S. A., agent, 17.00 
Indianapolis Asso., Indianapolis, 
ch., per Rev. A. S. A., agent, 13.22 
White Lick Asso., an. coll., per 
Rey. A. 5S, A., agent, 35.25 


Illinois. 
123.93 


Burroughs, 275.48 


65, Mrs. Cynthia C. Southwick 
17, and Mrs. Sarah Carpenter 
18,'to cons. Mrs. Cynthia C. 
Southwick L. M., 100; Wyom- 
ing. Miss H. A. Milliken 4; Del- 
avan, ch., mon. con. 4, Metamo- 


ra, Rey. A. B. Cramb 10; 118.00 


Michigan. 


Washtenaw, Mooreville, ch., per 
Rey. A. S. Ames, agent, 


Wisconsin. 
Miss A. E. Divoll 
Iowa. 


State Convention 27.03; Danville, 
ch. 15; Albion, ch. 1; Mt. Pleas- 
ant, ch. 33.50; Keokuk, ch. 28,30; 
per Rey. J. C. Burroughs, 

Virginia. 

Charlottesville, Mrs. Fannie 8. R. 
Davenport, for the Siam Mis- 
sion, 

Missouri. 
St. Louis, 3d ch., Thomas Walker 


Oregon. 


Oregon city, Rev. G. C. Chand- 
er, D. D., 


Canada. 


Toronto, Bond st. ch., per F. T. 
Parson, to cons. Rey. Alexan- 
der Lonimer L. M., 


Legacies. 
Medfield, Mass., Caty Smith, per 
Obed Allen, Ext... 
Miami, Ind, Eld. Azel Waters, 
per Charles W. Morgan, Exr., in 
part, 2.53 


[February, 1857. 


206.58 


517.41 


1.00 


104.83 


4.00 


5.00 


6.67 


100.00 


5028.78 


$5355.74 
Total from April Ist to Dec. 31, 1856, $45,597.95 


Donations in Goods. 


Chester, Con., 1 box clothing and 
dried fruit, for Rev. G. P. Wat- 
rous, Shwaygyeen, Burmah, 


from his mother and sisters, 7.00 


Ogdensburgh, N. Y., 1 box cloth- 
ing and table articles, for Rev. 
H. L. Van Meter, Bassein, Bur- 


mah, from Robert Morris, Esq. 31,52 


83.52 
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Quincy Asso., C. M. 

ue per Rey. J. C. Bur 

al Chicago, Ist ch. 141.48; Griggs- 
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